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PREFACE.

WHEN it is considered that many important changes
and improvements have taken place in this extensive parish
since Mr. Warson’s valuable “History and Antiquities”
issued from the press ; that its circulation is at the present
very circumscribed : that new discoveries have been brought
to light ; and, above all, that much local information of an
interesting nature may be found in the elegant and elaborate
works of Dr. Whitaker, Hunter, and other eminent topo-
graphical writers, (works too costly to find a place in the
library of the general reader,) the Compiler of the following:
pages is induced to hope thata Concise history of the Parish
and Vicarage of Halifax, founded on the labors of her able
and zealous antiquary, and embodying additional information
gleaned from the rich and fertile fields of literature before
referred to, will not be unacceptable to those for whose pe-
culiar use the present volume was intended, namely, the
parishioners of Halifax.

It has been his ehdeavour to make such selections as
appeared to him best calculated to illustrate the general his-
tory of the parish, not omitting matters of minor detail ;
and to arrange the whole in a manner adapted to edify, to
instruct, and to amuse. It is highly probable that defective
information, or too great a regard for brevity, have caused
him to pass over many things which would have materially
illustrated the various subjects of the history, and particu-
larly matters of legal detail. An adherence to facts has been
his primary object.



vi. PREFACE.

There is no royal road to the knowledge of the law. No
man can render an obscure and intricate disquisition of title
either perspicuous or entertaining. ~ While it has been
the Compiler’s endeavour to afford general satisfaction,
there are two classes of readers whom he fears he shall
have some difficulty in pleasing. To the first class, (whom
without intending any offence) he must term the super-
ficial reader, he fears his selections will frequently ap-
pear injudicious or ill-chosen; this class in general have
a rooted aversion for any thing that savours of antiquity ;
to them the very word is bodied out in the form of a spec-
tral old man, poring over some rust eaten weaponm, or
handling with affection some crazy vessel, which they
could scarcely bring themselves to touch ; or if they can
fancy him unrolling ancient records, and attempting to
decipher old characters, they regard him as a vision of the
past, a being who has buried himself alive, and over whose
living remains it is seemly and decent to draw the veil
of forgetfulness. The other class run into an opposite ex-
treme, and whose displeasure he fears he shall incur by the
omission of pedigrees, armorial bearings, and family genea-
logies ; he is free to confess that his own inclinations and pur-
suits would have led him to conciliate this class by entering
fully upon enquiries of this sort, had his limits permitted him
so to do: but he looks for some extenuation of his error (if
such it be) in the confidence that the omission will be both
ably and fully supplied in a forthcoming work on a larger
scale.* .

It is stated by Dr. Whitaker, that ‘“the antiquary who
looks through this extensive district for those appearances
which most delight him, will be disappointed. In a tract of
more than 124 square miles there exists not the remnant of
a castle ; there never was a monastic foundation. He must
therefore content himself with a few earth-works which in-

* Proposed ** Ilistory and Antiquities of the Parish of Halifax, by E. N. Alexander,
F. 8. A. &c. &e.”
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dicate that some inconsiderable fortresses once existed within
it; and with respect to ecclesiastical antiquity, he must take
up with the appropriation of its rectory to a remote house,
and with a few scattered donations of acres and ox-gangs to
such neighboring convents whose popularity extended beyond
their own immediate bounds.” Be it so. Does it thence
follow that all is barren? The labors of Watson attest the
contrary. Do they not present us a field for enquiry—a
storehouse of relics from whence we may glean some memorial
of generations who breathed two thousand years ago; that
if the dust of the valley could spring to life, the sounds which
our mountains and moorlands reverberated, in years of which
scarcely a tradition remains, would again awaken the slum-
bering echo, and the wild solitude would be once more
peopled with human beings.
If it be asked—Are there no memorials in existence to
indicate that aught but the forest tree or the heath has ten-
anted the soil, since the retiring waters crept into the ocean ?
The learned Doctor has proved the contrary, as may be seen
by his opinions, embodied in the following pages, to which
the Compiler craves, with all humility to refer ; opinions which
encouraged him in this attempt, from a conviction that they
contained interesting local information, too valuable to slum-
beron the shelves of the antiquary and topographer. The past
state of a country cannot be known, until its antiquities have
beenthoroughly and accurately investigated. Disclaiming the
arrogant assumption of one single qualification necessary to
constitute a true antiquary, save a guileless enthusiasm, the
Compiler has ventured occasionally to offer an hypothesis or
conjecture when connected with the early history of the
parish, in the hope that it might conduce to stimulate the
reflection, and to guide the researches of others ; and should
he have succeeded in the attempt he shall hereafter reflect
with honest pride that his labors have not proved fruitless.
His own personal conviction has been strengthened by the
opinions of individuals, for whose judgment he has the high-
est respect, (among the number he may be permitted to
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mention the late Mr. Watkinson, who was well acquainted
with the localities of this extensive parish,) that notwith-
standing much has been done of a valuable character, and
the ground comparatively cleared of many of its obstructions,
and the journey of future historians rendered comparatively
easy, an unexplored field of enquiry is yet open in which
both pleasurable occupation and honor may be gained.

Already have the inmost recesses of her woods been pe-
netrated for the advancement of science, and trodden by the
foot of the naturalist. That there are few districts which
afford opportunities so valuable for the cultivation of natural
philosophy, the labors of a Bolton bear ample testimony.

If we descend into the bosom of her moorlands and her
mountains. Are we not presented with an instructive field for
geological examination in its varied and interesting charac-
ters? Ask the Geologist, he will not only tell us of the
treasures that are hidden under the surface, amd of their
value in a scientific and commercial point of view; but he
will pause and ponder over the mysterious things which have
already been brought to light as tending to illustrate some
of the most imposing theories of that sublime science..-

But why mention these facts to stimulate the exertions
of others when it is borne in mind that a great desideratum
has been attained for Halifax in the union of literary feeling
and sentiment. Already is the ivy clinging to the oak, and
the admirer of nature, in the cultivation of his favorite pur-
suit will in the end have the satisfaction of finding that she
“ never betrayed the heart that loved her.”

It was the intention of the Compiler to have added a
Chronological Table of the principal events connected with
the parish; but finding so many opportunities in the course
of his progress for introducing matter originally set apart
for this table, he was induced to embody it in the work
rather than add it in the form originally intended, which
would have considerably increased the bulk of the volume.
Hebegs most explicitly to state that no information which he
contemplated inserting in that table, has been omitted here.
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To some of his professional friends the Compiler is under
great obligations for much valuable information ; particularly
to Mr. James Edward Norris and Mr. Edward Nelson Alex-
ander his best thanks are due ; to the former gentleman for
several important historical facts relating to the early history
of the Advowson, and other ecclesiastical matters of much
and valued interest : the latter for some additional information
relating to matters of title, and for correcting some errors
connected with that intricate subject. To Mr. F.A. Leyland,
jun. he also tenders his acknowledgements for some inform-

 ation relating to the antiquities of the Parish.

He can neither forget nor be ungrateful for the verykind
and flattering manner in which his proposals for publication
were honored by his subscribers ; he shall ever reflect with
pride on the confidence reposed in him, assuring them that
it has been not only the highest object of his ambition, but
that of his Publishers, to merit their approbation.

It is with extreme reluctance that the compiler adverts
to a personal affliction which precludes him from enjoying
the pleasures of colloquial society ; nor would he have intru-
ded the subject in these his prefaratory remarks had not that
sffliction prevented him from obtaining much information
that might have proved both interesting and instructive, and
driven him to seek for that in the society of books, which
others more favored obtain by the ‘“hearing of the ear.”

He is not impervious to criticism. To those who are
inclined to censure he cries, “your mercy gentlemen.” “Do
not pursue with a weighty scourge the man who deserves
only a slight whip.”
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A CONCISE HISTORY
OF THR

PARISH AND VICARAGE OF HALIFAX.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

Taz Parish of Halifax, within the Wapentake of Morley, in the
‘West Riding of the County of York, comprises a mountainous and
bleak region of country forming a portion of what- are sometimes
termed the English Apennines. It extends seventeen miles from
East to West, and on an average eleven miles from North to South,
and contains an area of 75,740 English Statute Acres: it is con-
sidered the largest Parish in England, and the population thereof at
the last census was computed at 109,899 souls. Itsboundaries on the
North-West, West, and South-West, are the Parishes of Rochdale,
and Whalley, in the County of Lancaster ; on the South the Parish of
Huddersfield; on the South-East the chapelry of Hartishead; on
the East the Parish of Birstall ; and on the North that of Bradford,
in the County of York. It is divided into twenty-three Divisions or
Townships ; viz. Halifax, Barkisland, Elland with Greetland, Fixby,
Erringden, Heptonstall, Hipperholme with Brighouse, Langfield,
Midgley, Norland, North Owram, Ovenden, Rastrick, Rishworth,
Skircoat, South Owram, Sowerby, Soyland, Stainland, Stansfield,
Shelf, Wadsworth, and Warley.

The town of Halifax, from whence the Parish takes its name,
may be considered the centre of the populous manufacturing district
of the North of England, it lies fourteen miles from Leeds, seven

B



2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

from Bradford, sixteen from Wakefield, and twelve from the borders
of Lancashire; and on the direct line of communication between
the ports of Liverpool and Hull.

Various have been the conjectures as to the true origin of the
name. CambEN says ‘“ all ancient records that ever were, do give it
the name of Halifax, the reason of which seems to have been this :
that at first it was a hermitage of very great antiquity; the Church
that now is built from, or rather added to, a Chapel long since built,
was consecrated and dedicated to Saint John Baptist, who is styled
by some ancients the first father of hermits, and in which place, as
they pretend, was kept the real face of Saint John Baptist; hence
was it named Balifax or {olp-FFace.” * The place is situate at the
foot of a mighty and almost inaccessible rock, [for so doubtless at
the first it was,] all overgrown with trees and thick underwoods,
intermixed with great and bulky stones, standing very high above
ground, in a dark and solemn grove, on the bank of a small mur-
muring rivulet; for such places were always chosen by ancient and
solitary hermits, where, being removed far from all human converse,
they found every circumstance thereunto appertaining very much to
contribute to, and heighten contemplation, insomuch that whoever
was the first that set this place apart, [as the face of things then stood)
could not in all these parts have found out a place of greater privacy
and retirement.” So much for the learned author of the Britannia.

This opinion, notwithstanding it has been received and adopted
by all authors who have hitherto attempted a history of the Parish,
with the exception of the late Dr. WriTAKER, has been so success-
fully combated by that learned antiquarian, and with such sound
reasoning as to carry conviction at once to the mind of the reader,
and dispel all doubt relative to the true origin of the name.

*“The name of Halifax”’ he observes, *is a singularly compounded
name, half Saxon, and half Norman; which, not having been
understood, has occasioned the invention of an idle fable to explain
it.* It appears, however, to have been no fable that in the deep
valley, then embosomed in woods, where the Parish Church now

* The fable here alluded to, is the story told by CaMDEN, for the change of the name
from Horton, which it is alledged thc place was formerly called, to that of Halifax.

I should have given the story verbatim, but finding its leading features so fully em-

bodied in honest FULLER'S reason for omitting all mention of the Maid alluded to in the
story, in his Catalogue of Yorkshire Saints, and so quaintly commented on by him, 1
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stands, was an Hermitage dedicated to St. John the Baptist; the
imagined sanctity of which attracted a great concourse of pilgrims in
every direction. Four ways, by which the modern town of Halifax
is entered, still distinctly point at the Parish Church as their common
centre, though at one extremity of the place. These were the roads
by which the pilgrims approached the object of their devotion, and
hence the name Walifax or IPolp-wapg ; for fax, in Norman French,
is an old plural noun, denoting high-ways. Thus Car-fax in Oxford
(a case exactly in point) is the four roads; and Fair-fax, whatever
may be pretended to the contrary, is neither more nor less than the
fair roads.”

““This hermitage, however, (continues my author) the approaches
to which must have received their name very soon after the conquest,
became, at a short period afterwards the parent of a Parish
Church, to which was attached a wild, and almost unpeopled district
of vast extent. The inconveniences of superstition have, in this
instance, been felt during seven centuries; for the Church, which,
after a vast increase of population, continued for half its duration to
the present time without the aid of more than two Chapels, is situated
almost in a corner of the Parish ; and the genius of commerce itself,
which usually despises ancient prejudice and attends to its own
convenience alone, has, in this instance, been made to bend to the
ancient religion of the place. The respective situations of a great
here insert his Remarks, trusting that my readers will pardon the digression, ﬁmy
of them probably thinking that I might with impunity have tted all tion of the
story for the reason assigned by that ‘‘ Worthy of worthies,” namely, ‘because the
judicious behold the whole contrivance devoid of Historical truth."*

*Expect not here,” (says FuLLer) ‘“‘that I should add to this Catalogue that
Maiden, who to secure her virginity from his unchaste embraces that assaulted it, was
by him barbarously murdered, whereby she got the reputation of a Baint, and the
place the scene of his cruelty, (formerly called Horton) the name of Hali-fax or Holy-hair.
For the crednlous people conceited that the veins, which in form of little threds spred
themselves between the bark and body of that Yew-Tree (whereon the head of this maid
was hung up,) were the very hairs indeed of this Virgin head, to whom they flock in

pilgrimage.” *Oh! how sharp sighted, and yet how blind, is superstition! Yet these
eouatry folks fancies had the advantage of Daphne’s being turned into a laurel tree.””

In frondem crines, in ramos brachia crescunt.
Ovid's Metamorph. Uid. 1. fol. 9.

* Into a bough her hair did spread,
And from her arms two branches bred."

**But here she is wholly omitted, not so much because her name and time are un-
known, but because the judicious behold the whole contrivance devoid of Historical truth.’”

B 2



4 GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

trading town, and of a sequestered hermitage, might appear to be
little adapted to each other, and an early separation might have been
expected between them ; yet so itis, that within two miles of a fine
open valley, the great line of communication between the Eastern
and Western seas, and on a navigable stream, the principal town of
this extensive and populous district, after every improvement which
wealth and skill could apply in the diversion of roads, can only be
approached by ascending or descending a precipice.”’*

“Nature and common sense would have pointed out Elland as
the proper site for the capital of the Parish.”

“The whole district now comprising this great Parish, may be
considered as one valley, with its numerous collateral forks, bounded
at very unequal and constantly varying distances, by two high and
barren ridges of moor stone. The general appearance of the bottoms
is pleasing and picturesque ; scarcely a foot of level ground appears,
except the alluvial lands which are unusually fertile. The sides of
the hills immediately above are hung with woods of native oak,
which delights in the clefts and crevices of sand stone, though it
rarely attains in such situations, the bulk and majesty of form which
it acquires in decper soils.”

*‘So various is the course of the principal valley, that the eye is
never fatigued by resting on one uniform and protracted expanse, but
delights in sudden and unexpected turns, producing new and varied
beauties. Above these are long and widely extended slopes, where
art and expense, which manufactures alone could have afforded,
have triumphed over what otherwise would have been deemed
unconquerable barrenness, and produced & verdure not unequal to
that of native fertility. Above all appear the purple ridges of the
mountains, defying all the power of man, and destined for ever to
contrast the original face of savage nature, with the effects of toil and
industry. On the brows of these hills frowns many a sturdy block
of free stone, sometimes perhaps worn away by storms to a narrow
and immovable point, which the fondness of antiquarian fancy has
decreed to be druidical. From the boundary of Lancashire to the
valley which separates the townships of Halifax and Ovenden from

* Twenty years have elapsed since these remarks were written ; considerable improve-
ments have taken place, and the Town can now beapproached on all sides without inconve-
nience: the entrance from Bradford by the Godley Lane Road is a fair speeimen of what art
can accomplish when difficulties of the description alluded to are in the way.
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North Owram the whole basis of the Parish is grit-stone. Immediately
to the East of this valley, argillaceous strata, with their general
concomitants, stone and iron, once more appear; and to this cause,
together with the copiousness and rapid descent of its numerous
brooks the Parish of Halifax is indebted forits wealth and population.
Unequal surfaces, rapid streams, and plentiful fuel, are the soul of
manufactures.”’

“The antiquary who looks through this. extensive district for
those appearances which most delight him will be disappointed. In
a tract of more than 124 square miles, there exists not the remnant
of a Castle; there never was a monastic foundation. He must
therefore content himself with a few earth works which indicate
that some inconsiderable fortresses once existed within it; and,
with respect to ecclesiastical antiquity, he must take up with the
appropriation of its rectory to & remote house, and with a few
scattered donations of acres and ox-gangs to such neighbouring
convents whose popularity extended beyond their own immediate
bounds.”

“The unfavorable situation of Halifax may serve to prove how
completely the wealth, and industry of man can trample over the
most stubborn indispositions of nature.  In a farming district the
whole Township must have lain waste for ever. A basis of quartz
not half covered by a few stunted bushes of ling, would have held
out no temptation to the husbandman, and would bave been im-
moveable by all his efforts, because animal manures, the egesta of
a large town must have been wanting. Yet how astonishing is the
effect actually produced! Look on one side of a fence and you have
nature yet remaining in the state not exaggerated by this account.
Look on the other, and you have a creation of vegetable mould,
covered with a rich and abundant coat of artificial grasses. In short,
itis here the tiller who has made the soil, and not the soil which
has enriched the tiller.”

* It appeared to CampeN a singular fact, that in this Parish then
peopled according to his own account by about twelve thousand souls,
there were more human beings than beasts of any kind.

** This is unquestionably true at present, when the human species
bas increased nearly six fold, and sheep have greatly diminished in
number, by means of enclosures. But at the close of the sixteenth
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century, I strongly suspect the number of quadrupeds to have
preponderated. Suppose the Parish of Halifax, (and it will approach
the truth,) to consist of 120 superficial square miles, [124 is the
real size] or 76,800 acres, one half, at least, must have lain in
common; yet barren as these commons for the most part were two
acres would have depastured a sheep in summer, and we are not to
suppose so thrifty a race would have left their own commons
unstocked, so that there must have been an excess of sheep above
mankind, of at least one third.”* ~

The Parish of Halifax may be considered as the valley of East
Calder with its several auxiliary streams for nearly the first eighteen
miles of its course. The obscurity, and almost inaccessible nature
of the country through which this river passes, until within the last
fifty years, has occasioned great uncertainty among topographers
with respect to its name and source. Various as are the conjectures
as to the origin of the word Calder ; the account given by Warson is
much more probable than that of any other historians, that at the
coming of our Saxon ancestors this river having only the common
appellation Diir, they added the epithet Ceald or Cold. Perhaps after
all, observes Dr. Warrakeg, the word is simply the Danish adjective
Kaldur, frigidus.

“The source of both the East and West Calders is a marsh in
Claviger Dean, in the adjoining Parish of Whalley, where anciently
stood a Cross called Cross i'th’ Dean, or in the Dean, and from which
the several springs, according to their situation to the East or West
of the ridge, run to the East or West seas.” The hills which con-
stitute this ridge form part of the grand ridge, or as it is popularly
termed, the back bone of England, the West Calder taking its course
‘Westward, joins the Ribble and enters the Irish Sea ; the East Calder
pursuing an Easterly course enters the Parish at Todmorden, running
through a valley rich indeed in the grand and the romantic, where
in some places so narrow are its confines, that the river, the turnpike
road, and the Rochdale canal are within a few yards of each other,
passing the populous hamlets of Mytholm, Hebden-Bridge, Mytholm
Royd, and Sowerby-Bridge, to within two miles of the town of
Halifax, thence by Elland and Kirklees Park, in the vicinity of which
it receives the Colne, proceeding onward by Brighouse, Mirfield,

* Whitaker's Loidis et Elmete, p. 265, et seq.
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Dewsbury, and Horbury to Wakefield and from thence to Castleford
it unites with the broad Aire. It is impossible to traverse the vale of
Calder without pleasure ; at its commencement there are two scenes,
one West of Hebden-Bridge and the other of Todmorden, truly mag-
nificent and which may be compared to the finest highland glens.

So obscure was the greater part of this valley in the earlier part
of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, that Harrison, in his description of
Brittaine, a. p. 1577, speaks of it with amusing hesitation and un-
certainty, which to an ear familiar with its local names is heightened
by the mistakes in orthography.

“There is a noble water that falleth into Are, whose head
as I take it, is about Stanforde, (it is in fact within a mile of
the Western extremity of Stansfield,) from whence it goeth to
Croston Chapel, to Lingfield, (Langfield) and thereabout receyving
one ryll near Elfabright Bridge, and alsoe the Hebden, it goeth to
Breareley Hall, and so taketh in the third by North, it proceedeth on
Eastward by Sorsby Bridge Chappel, and there a ryll from South-
West, and so to Coppeley Hall. Beneath this place I finde alsoe
that it receyveth one ryll from Hallyfaxe which ryseth of two heades,
and two other from South-West, of which one cometh by Bareslande
and Stainlande in one channel, as I reade, so that after this con-
fluence, the aforesayde water goeth on toward Cowforde Bridge,
and as it taketh in two rylls above the same, on the North side, so
beneath the Bridge there falleth into it a pretty arme encreased by
sundry waters comyng from by South, as from Marshden Chapel,
from Holmesworth (Holmfirth) Chapel, and Kirkheaton, like one
growing of sundry heads, whereof I would say more if I had more
intelligence of their several gates and passages.” He then traces it
* finally into the Aire west of Castleworth as I learn”” and concludes,
“what the name of this river should be, as yet I heare not, and
therefore no mervaile if I do not sett it down, yet it is possible such
as dwell thereabout are not ignorant thereof, but what is that to me,
if I be not partaker of their knowledge.”

This dry detail of Harrison's is versified by Drayron in his
Polybion, in the following strain :

“And leading thence to Leeds that delicatest flood

Takes Calder coming in by Wakefield, by whose force
As from a lusty flood, much strengthened in her course
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But Calder as she comes, and greater still doth wax,
And travelling along by-heading Halifax,
‘Which Horton once was called, but of a Virgin's hair
(A Martyr that was made, for chastity that there
‘Was by her lover slain) being fastened to a tree,

- 'The people that would needs it should a relic be,
It Halifax since named, which in the northern tongue
Is holy hair.”

The principal rivulets and streams within the Parish tributary to
the Calder are in number, nine.

The first takes its rise on the moorlands of Stansfield, and in its
course divides that Township from Heptonstall, and falls into the
Calder at Mytholm.

Second. The Hebden or Hepton ; this river rises in the moun-
tainous district of Heptonstall, and dividing that Township from
Wadsworth, falls into the Calder at a place called Black Pit, near
Hebden-Bridge. There is a Charter mentioned in DopsworTa’s
MSS., wherein this river is thus referred to * Sup. Stagnum de
Heptonstall ultra aquam qua vocatur “ Hepton” (not Hebden,) qua
currit inter Heptonstall et Wadsworth.”

Third. A Brook, which rising near Blackstone Edge meanders
through the romantic and beautiful vale of Turvin, partly dividing
the townships of Sowerby and Erringden, falls into the Calder at
Mytholm Royd Bridge.

Fourth. A Brook, from Luddenden, which dividing the town-
ships of Midgley and Warley, and passing under the Rochdale
canal at Luddenden Foot, enters the Calder there.

Fifth. The Riburn. This is a considerable stream, and is
composed of several heads, the valley through which it passes is

‘%‘emarkable for the fineness of its scenery; it unites with the Calder
at Sowerby Bridge.

Sixth. The river Hebble, Halig, or Halifax Brook. This is
formed by the union of the waters of Skirden and Ogden or Oakden
in Ovenden, where passing through the vale of Wheatley it unites
with another stream (which rises in Illingworth,) about half a mile
from the town of Halifax, at a place called Lee Bridge, where forming
one stream it passes round the North and East sides of the Town,
dividing it from the townships of North and South Owram, and
empties itself into the Calder at Brooksmouth.
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Seventh. The Blackburne or Black-Brook, above Elland, which
rises in the Parish of Huddersfield and separates the townships of
Stainland and Barkisland.

The Eighth is a stream called the Red Beck, which rises in
North Owram, and dividing that Township from South Owram, falls
into the Calder at Brookfoot.

The Ninth and last stream within the Parish which discharges
itself into the Calder, is Clifton Beck, it rises in the township of
Shelf and divides that Parish from the chapelry of Hartishead.

Nearly the whole of these streams are made subservient to the
purposes of manufactures.

There are also several minor streams ; the country indeed abounds
with springs of water, and the valleys through which they take
their course present some beautiful and matchless changes of
landscape, which if but divested of the inelegance of manufactories,
and their unsightly but necessary appendages, to say nothing of
those threatened nuisances—railways and tram roads, would afford
tituations for residence rarely to be met with in more favored districts.

With the exception of the Hebble, the water of which is too
much impregnated with the refuse of the mills, and dyer’s works on
itsbanks ; the majority of these streams, particularly the Hepton,
produce most excellent trout, and other fish, and would afford de-
lightful sport to the angler, were it not that the breed is gradually
decreasing in consequence of the impunity, with which poaching,
and poisoning the water by an infusion of lime, is carried on in the
vicinage of the manufactories.

The Parish also possesses the advantage of some mineral springs,
which are not unworthy of notice. In the township of Soyland is
astrong chalybeate, called Swift Cross Spaw, the water from this

spring was found, hy experiment, to be eighteen grains in a pint,
lighter than at Swift Place, a few hundred yards below. At a place
clled the Cragg, in Erringden, there is another with an impregna-
tion slightly sulphureous as well as chalybeate. At Horley Green,
about a mile and a quarter North-West of Halifax, a mineral water
bas lately been discovered, on which a pamphlet has been written
by Dr. Garxxrr, of Harrogate ; it appears from his experiments
to contain a large proportion of vitriolated iron, besides alum,
slenite, and ochre, and itis stated by him to be the strongest water

. e
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known. In the township of Shelf, there is said to be a petrifying
water. These mineral springs are much resorted to by the laboring
classes, who experience great benefit from the use of them.

The great advantages to be derived from internal commercial navi-
gation have ever induced the legislature to promote, and facilitate,
the views of those who may have been willing to advance their
capital in this description of undertaking.

The Aire and Calder Navigation was the first of the kind im
England; and with the exception of the canal at Languedoc in
France; the first in Europe.

The great benefit which the trade and commerce of the country
derived from the former, led those who were more immediately
connected with the district, to apply to Parliament for its sanction
to extend that navigation, from its termination to within a short
distance of the town of Halifax. By an Act 31 Geo. II. this was
speedily effected. The line was surveyed by John Smeaton, Esq.,
in 1757, and the works were carried into execution under his
superintendence, until the year 1765, when he was succeeded by
Mr. James Brindley ; but before the line was completed, such of the
works as were then made, were, by the violence of repeated floods,
destroyed or very greatly damaged, more particularly by a great
flood, which occurred in the night between the 7th and 8th October,
1767. At this juncture the late Sir George Savile rendered many
important services to the undertaking, and was one of its most ardent
promoters.  Application was made to Parliament in the following
year, the 9th Geo. III. by the proprietors ; and an Act was obtained
“for extending the navigation of the river Calder to Salterhebble
Bridge, and Sowerby Bridge, in the county of York, and for
repealing an Act for that purpose.” By this Act the Proprietors of
the canal were incorporated by the name of “The Company of
Proprietors of the Calder and Hebble Navigation ;” under its pro-
visions, several alterations and improvements were suggested by
Mr. Smeaton, in the years 1770, and 1779; of whose eminent
talents the company again availed itself. At the first general meet-
ing of the proprietors for carrying the new Act into execution,
held in Halifax on the 18th May, 1769, the following expressive
acknowledgment was made of the services of Sir George Savile; it
was resolved— '
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“That the unanimous thanks of the Company of Proprietors of
the Calder and Hebble Navigation be paid to Sir George Savile,
Baronet, for his generous patronage and important services to their
navigation, and that the chairman, Colonel Townley, be desired
humbly to present the most respectful acknowledgments of the said
company to Sir George, for the same; and earnestly entreat his
favorable acceptance of this small pledge of their gratitude for his
great attention to the general good, at the same time that they
cannot but admire his singular moderation and complacency with
regard to such things as concern himself alone.”

This navigation from its junction with that of the Aire and Calder
at Fall Ing Locks, near Wakefield, to the basin at Sowerby Wharf,
where it communicates with the Rochdale canal, is 22 miles in
length, with a fall of 192 feet 5 inches, by thirty-eight locks.

A considerable portion of the line occupies the original bed of
the river, and the remainder consists of cuts, to avoid its circuitous
course, and for the purpose of passing the mill weirs.

It was first projected with the sole object of giving faclhty of
intercourse with the populous and manufacturing districts, westward
of the town of Wakefield ; but it has subsequently by its connection
with the Rochdale and Huddersfield canals become a very important
part of the line of inland navigation between the ports of Liverpool,
Goole, and Hull, thus connecting the German Ocean and the Irish
Sea. This spirited and important undertaking may be looked upon

&s one of the greatest improvements that could possibly be effected
m this part of the country; and at the period of its formation, its
benefits must have been incalculable ; nor is it less so at the present

day. We have only to imagine what were the state of the roads
between the large manufacturing towns of which Halifax was the
centre, when we are informed that the * carriage of raw wool and
manufactured goods was performed on the backs of single horses,
at a disadvantage of nearly 200 to 1, compared to carriage by water.”

The country through which the line passes has also partaken of
the great advantages arising from a well regulated navigation:
gﬁcnltnnl lime, has by its means, been carried to fertilize a sterile
mnd mountainous district; stone and flag quarries have been opened
it Cromwell Bottom and Elland Bdge, which furnish inexhaustible
mpplies for the London markets. Ironstone, and coal worke have
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been, and continue to be worked on its banks ; and from the collieries
at Flockton and Kirklees, railways are laid to this navigation. Many
other collieries and stone quarries have been opened in its vicinity,
in consequence of the facility it gives for exportation.

In 1825, the proprietors applied for and obtained ““ an Act to
make a navigable cut or canal from Salterhebble Bridge to Bailey
Hall, near to the town of Halifax, in the West Riding of the county
of York ; and to amend the Actrelating to the said navigation.” By
this Act the company were empowered to raise among themselves or
by the admission of new proprietors, the sum of £40,000, for carrying
into execution (the works proposed being only one mile and three-
eighths of canal) with further power to raise by way of loan or by
creating new shares, an additional sum of £10,000; but which sums of
£40,000 and £10,000, might be raised upon promissory notes, or on
mortgage of the tolls and duties authorized to be collected.

The cut authorised to be made by the last Act, is nearly one mile
and three eighths in -length, with a rise of one hundred feet and a
half. It commences in the Salterhebble basin and proceeds up the
valley to the East side of the town of Halifax, where there are
capacious warehouses, convenient wharfs, and basins, for the
accommodation of the trade. The water for supplying it is procured
by means of a drift eleven hundred and seventy yards in length from
the basin of the canal at Salterhebble, to a reservoir beyond the
uppermost lock from which it is raised by a powerful steam engine,
into the head level. This novel and expensive mode of procuring
the lockage water was resorted to by the late Mr. Bradley, the
company'’s engineer, for the purpose of avoiding disputes with the
numerous mill owners on the line of the Hebble Brook, below
Halifax. The work was begun on the third day of May, 1626, and
the canal was opened on the twenty-eighth day of March, 1828,
when rejoicings and festivities characterized the day. A short account
of these festivities, &c. will be given in the chronological table.

Again the company have found it necessary to apply to Parliament
and during the present Session, (1834) an Act has been obtained,
entitled an Act *“ to enable the Company of Proprietors of the Calder
and Hebble Navigation to improve their navigation and to amend the
Acts relating thereto.” The improvements contemplated are those
which may be effected by making new canals and substituting them
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for the present river in such parts of the line as are at present subject
to interruption from floods and other inconveniences attendant upon
river navigation.

In that part of the Parish lying Eastward of the Hebble, in-
cluding the townships of North Owram, South Owram, and Shelf,
are to be found considerable beds of good Coal. The produce of
these collieries, together with those of the adjoining Parishes; (for
the transmission of which every facility is afforded by the line of
navigation) always ensures a constant supply of that invaluable
mineral, not only for domestic purposes, but also for the use of the
manufactories.

The heights in the immediate vicinage of the town afford an
inexhaustible supply of valuable stone capable of being adapted for
every purpose. The produce of these quarries is brought down to
the navigation, (on the banks of which the proprietors have wharfs,)
and is from thence shipped in considerable quantities to all parts.
St. James’s church in the town is an excellent specimen of the
stone from the quarries in Shibden dale. The produce of the
Ovenden quarries is brought down to the Rochdale canal at
Luddenden Foot, and from thence transmitted to its places of
destination, and finds a ready market in the adjoining county of
Lancaster.

The high ridge above Mytholm, in the township of Heptonstall,
also affords good stone for building, a specimen whereof may be
seen in the new church at Mytholm.

Suffice it to say, that if proof be wanting of the excellent quality
of the stone with which the Parish abounds, ‘* look around it.”

On the confines of the Parish, but actually within the adjoining
Parish of Bradford, are the extensive and well known iron works of
the Law Moor Company.

Agriculture, as a scientific pursuit, is little followed in the Parish,
the soil being altogether unfavorable to it. Since the passing of
the Enclosure Acts, much of the land has undergone considerable
improvement, and the facility afforded by the local navigation for
the conveyance of tillage from distant parts, (neither lime, marl,
nor other products of the earth adapted to the purpose being to be
obtained within the district,) has been the means of introducing
cultivation by the plough to a much greater extent than formerly ;
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but notwithstanding these improvements, the arable land bears bhut
a very small proportion to the whole, and the grain produced is prin-
cipally oats and wheat, the latter preponderating. The cultivation of
potatoes has also much increased of late; nor amidst the general
improvement, has the spirit of planting been neglected in those
parts were waste land has recently been enclosed. The greater part
of the land is exclusively kept in grass.

The farms throughout the Parish are generally small, and
principally occupied by the inhabitants, as a matter of convenience,
for the use of their families. The manufacturer has his enclosure,
wherein he keeps his milch cow for the use of the family, his
horses for carrying goods to market and bringing back the raw
material.

The tenure by which most of the farms are held is from year to
year ; and leases are unusual.

The moorlands which are very extensive abound with grouse,
and in general are well preserved ; portions of the moors are devoted
to the feeding of sheep and cattle, which are afterwards brought
down to the pastures to fatten.

Much as the present system of turnpike road management is in
general to be deprecated, the principal roads throughout the Parish
with one or two exceptions may be considered in sound repair com-
pared with their state a few years ago; still it cannot be concealed
that much remains to be done, and until a system more in unison
with the improved mode pursued in other parts of the country be
adopted, much may be expected. But the line between Manchester
and Leeds certainly affords a striking contrast to the deseription
given of it by our amusing friend, Tavronr, the Water Poet, who
travelled in these parts in 1639. In his book called * Part of this
summer’s travel, or news from Hell, Hull, and Halifax” he says,
“when I left Halifax I rode over such ways, as were past comparison
or amendment, for when I went down the lofty mountain called
Blackstone Edge, I thought myself in the land of breaknecke, it was
80 steep and tedious ;”’ and again, in 1649, we find Mr. Ainsworth,
then curate of Lightcliffe, in a sermon preached by him at Halifax,
(and printed) exciting the tender feelings of his congregation in the
following sympathetic strain ** the highways did lament and mourn
as he came thatday, because they were deprived of Mr. Waterhouse's
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legacies, and whereas their seasonable repair would magnifie the
dead, their deepnesse and unpassableness did shame the living.”
The exceptions to the general rule do indeed at certain seasons afford
instances of ‘‘ deepnesse and unpassableness’” which unquestionably
call for censure, more in the shape of indictments than sermons.

The air of the Parish is decidedly salabrious, and epidemical

diseases may be considered as rare. Of the contagious disorders
which have at various periods raged in England, the inhabitants
appear to have suffered most from the sudor anglicanus, or English
Sweat, which appeared in the fifteenth century, it is said of this
disorder that it ‘“mended or ended” its victims in twenty-four
hours. Of that dreadful epidemic the plague it appears from the
Register at Halifax, that there died in the township of Ovenden
of the pestilence, and were buried near their own dwellings, in
1631, sixty persons; and in the same year, one hundred and seven
m&d that disorder at Heptonstall, several
of whom were buried at home, but all entered in the Register there.
In the year 1675 there prevailed an epidemic_distemper profanely
called the jolly rant, it was a severe cold and violent cough, which
visited York, Hull, Halifax and other places, and affected all manner
of persons 8o unusually that it was almost impossible to hear distinctly
an entire sentence of a sermon. In the year 1681 the small pox is
said to have been very fatal at Halifax, also at & subsequent period.
I should not omit to mention that in the year 1832, when the whole
country was visited by that awful scourge the malignant cholera, the
Parish was happily preserved by a gracious Providence from the
afflictive- visitation.

The West and South-West Winds usually prevail in this
district, and are generally attended with rain and tempest, some-
times to a degree most severe in their effects. The incessant rains
which at times fall upon the mountains, may be attributed to the
effect produced by the conflict of the East and West Winds, which
generally takes place in the Western moorlands, arising from their
elevated situation. Blackstone Edge and the mountains of Craven,
are said to be the most foggy, rainy and stormy districts in England.
These Winds have certainly a tendency to purify the atmosphere
and perhaps the best evidence of the salubrity of the climate is the
general healthful appearance of the inhabitants.
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There are some instances of extraordinary longevity recorded
by Warson. :

In the Halifax Register is this entry, ‘‘sepult. 1568, 11th Oct.
Roger Brook, of Halifax, aged six score and thirteen years,”

1700. Littleton, of Rishworth, aged 100.

1704. Dec. 25th, Nathan Wood, of Soyland, aged 108.

1708. Dec. 3rd, Peter Ambler, of Shelf, aged 108.

1721. Nov. 10th, John Roberts, Hipperholme, aged 114.

And in 1757, John Firth, of Sowerby, supposed age 107, who
left seven sons and daughters living, the eldest of whom was 87
years old, and the youngest 69.

1805. Elias Hoyle, Sowerby, 113.

1830. John Shepherd, Soyland, 100.

1830. John Logan, Halifax, 105.

Unfortunately, accounts of extraordinary longevity in general rest
upon such unsatisfactory evidence, that there is much ground for
scepticism when we hear of these instances of the marvellous.

To come down to the present time, it appears from the Parish
Register that out of the number of 17,315 persons, buried in the
Parish during eighteen years, viz. from 1813 to 1830 there

Died between the ages of 70 and 80 - - 1613.
» ” 80 and 90 - - 837.
» » 90 and 100 -  89.
» » 100 and upwards - 1.

Ecclesiastically, the Parish is a Vicarage, (in the gift of the
crown) within the province and diocese of York, and the arch-dea-
conry of the West-Riding. It is divided into three ecclesiastical
districts ; viz. the Parish of Halifax, in the township of which name
stands the mother Church of the whole Parish, comprising ten
townships : the parochial chapelry of Elland, comprising six town-
ships: and the parochial chapelry of Heptonstall, comprising five
townships. When this arrangement took place we have nothing to
shew, the sub-divisions of the great Saxon Parishes form one of the
most obscure subjects of English antiquity. This may in a great
measure arise from the equivocal signification of the word parochia,
which anciently meant a bishopric or diocese, as well as a large
Parish. However interesting an enquiry into the time of dividing
Parishes might be to the antiquarian, I shall not weary my reader
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. with the dry detail of conjectures on the subject, he must in this
instance rest satisfied with the simple fact, that these ecclesiastical
divisions have existed long beyond the time whereof the memory of
man runneth not to the contrary.

Shortly after the erection of the Parish Church, there arose, in
the twelfth century, two ecclesiastical edifices called Parochial
Chapels, viz. Elland and Heptonstall, these in common with the
mother Church, possess the rights of baptism, the nuptial benedic-
tion, and of sepulture, but do not participate in the tithe of the
land around them. Ten ecclesiastical Chapels were erected in the
out-townships, between the twelfth century and the reformation.
Trinity Church in the town, in the year 1798, a Chapel in Erring-
den in 1815 ; St. James’s, in the town, and the Chapels of Brighouse
and Mytholm, during the incumbency of the present Vicar, making
a total of eighteen ecclesiastical places of worship throughout
the Parish, to these may be added a Chapel at King Cross, in
Skircoat, licensed by the Arch-bishop for the celebration of divine
service. With the exception of the modern erections, none are
contemporary with the period to which I have assigned them, but
built on the sites of old foundations, or near them, and the majority
have been rebuilt within the present century. Until the late and
present incumbencies, too little attention appears to have been
evinced in providing anything like an adequate church accommodation
for the rapid increase of the population. That new Churches are
much wanted in many of the out-townships is a truth that must be
apparent to the most superficial observer. Many of the present
Chapels are built on the verge of 'the Townships where located, or
remote from the more populous parts; the consequence of which is,
that a large portion of the inhabitants are prevented from attending,
with any regularity, the stated services, by reason of the distance.
This is an evil much to be deplored; and probably has been one
cause of the growth of dissent in this extensive Parish, affording
a plea not only for separation from the Church, but also for the
erection of Meeting-Houses, the force of which it seems impossible
to repel.

*Itis a very remarkable circumstance,” observes Dr. WaITAKER,
““with respect to several of the ancient Townships, within the
Parish, that though swarming with population they have no villages.

C
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There is no single assemblage of houses called Stansfield, Langfield,
Wadsworth or Warley; but the name denotes the whole dis-
trict. The consequence of this is bad, the police must be com-
paratively inefficient, where, though the dwellings of the poor
are numerous, they are yet so many solitudes. Objects of depre-
dation are always near at hand, where observation is difficult and
escape easy.” .

“This is true to a certain extent but it is an evil beyond the reach of
police regulations ; we can only look to the improved habits and morals
of the people to counteract the evil consequent on a state of society
such as is here represented. The best system of Police must prove
abortive. Since the introduction of what are termed “ Beer Shops”
into districts of this description, (putting out of the question the
more centrical parts of the Parish, where they swarm) there has been
a lamentable increase of crime. It is almost impossible to de-
vise a system more pregnant with mischief. The resort of the
idle and the dissolute in the day, and the haunt of the poacher
and the thief at night, the one is sure to find his fellow. In
the day is planned the succeeding night’s spoliation ; the house is
too often made the receptacle of their plunder, and the tap is
kept in a constant state of replenishment arising from the profit
of their illicit depredations. Here, the incendiary and the unionist
fraternise together ; from hence, under the influence and excitement
of their too often adulterated beverage, they turn out at midnight
to consummate the mischief they have been plotting in the day, the
one to fire the corn stack and the barn, the other to imbrye his
hands in the blood of a fellow workman, or peradventure, the man
to whom he was formerly indebted for his daily bread. That this
is not an exaggerated statement, the proceedings of our Courts of
Justice bear me witness. While the charges of the judges, the reports
of grand jurors, and the calendars of crime, proclaim aloud the de-
moralizing influence of the national nuisance ; the opinions of the
resident magistracy, and the annals of the local police confirm the
awful truth in every district of the country.

It has been a subject of frequent remark, and indeed it cannot
have escaped the notice of the most superficial observer that in some
of the remote parts of the Parish, particularly on the verge of
Lancashire, (into which county the evil also extends,) that the
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standard of manners and morals among a great portion of the
laboring population is disgustingly low. The advantages which
usually result from an extended intercourse with commercial
towns, and more populous places, have not been produced. How-
ever rapid may be the ‘“march of intellect” elsewhere, it certainly
“ascends but slowly up these mountain valleys.” Iam free to admit,
that under any circumstances we are not to look for a high state of
cultivation in districts of the description here alluded to, far from it,
that can only be expected in large cities and towns ; and even then it
is but partial ; this holds good in every civilized state; but in the
present day, in whatever part of the country we may chance to locate,
or roam, we have aright to expect that our ears shall not be polluted
by language the obscenity of which, is only surpassed by its blas-
phemy ; nor our eyes be doomed to witness scenes and exhibitions of
%o revolting a nature, that the pen shrinks from describing them.

It has been urged in extenuation of this evil, that the working
classes have not the means of educating their children ; this may be
true to a certain extent, and it is to be regretted such is the case;
the evil is not so much to be attributed to the want of schools as to
the system itself. Here, (and it is the same in nearly all the
manufacturing districts where the population is dispersed,) the
Sunday school is the only place for instruction afforded to the
children of the laboring poor ; hither the child is sent, no sooner how-
ever has it arrived at an age capable of being employed in a lucrative
way and before it has sufficient discrimination to choose the good,
and gefuse the evil, than it is transplanted into the manufactory.
It requires no labored argument to prove, that neither virtue nor
morality are indigenous to these places; the temperature is ungenial
to the growth of either. The favorable impressions which have
been made upon the child at school are speedily obliterated ; the
good implanted on the first day of the week, is stultified, by the
influence of evil example, during the remaining six days. The result
is obvious—yet such is the system.

This may, in some measure, account for the state of society
before alluded to: how far the adoption of the new system, under
the provisions of the late Factory Act, may prove beneficial to the
rising generation, time will shew; we must not expect immediate
effects, the looked-for improvement must be gradual, to be efficient.

c2
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“The biography of the Parish will prove, that it has given birth
or residence to more talent, in various departments, than has fallen
to the lot of some entire Counties. It is no small matter of boast
that one country town has afforded an habitation to two such writers
as Daniel de Foe and Sir Thomas Brown; and the birth-place of
Tillotson will ever be regarded with veneration, by all who know
how to estimate religion without bigotry, and reason without
scepticism.” I have made such selections from Warson’s temple of
fame, and such additions to it, as will fully justify the truth of the
foregoing remark ; and to that selection the reader is referred.

With respect to her eleemosynary foundations, scholastic insti-
tutions, and public charities, there are few (if any) provincial parishes
that can compete with her; these she may consider her proudest
boast. On a subject so interesting in a local point of view I have
endeavoured to collate all the information in my power, and must
refer to the chapter in a subsequent part of the work devoted to their
consideration, and embodying the last report of His Majesty’s
Commissioners for enquiring into public charities.

There is a peculiarity in the dialect of the Parish, which has not
escaped the notice of our earlier historians ; and it will be found that
TuoResnY’s observation is applicable to a certain extent at the pre-
sent day.

*The ancient British way of using the father’s and grand-father’s
christian names, instead of the nomina Gentilitia is not yet wholly
laid aside in these parts of England. Inthe Vicarage of Halifax ’tis
yet pretty common among the ordinary sort, A friend of mine agking
the name of a pretty boy that begged relief, was answered, it was
William o’ Bill'’s o’ Toms o’ Luke’s. In which spacious Vicarage,
they have the remains of many ancient customs and names, evidently
deduced from the British and Saxon times, as might have induced
some of the learned men (for whom it has been deservedly famous)
to give a particular description thereof : I shall only instance in what
relates to the present argument, persons who dwell in the country
villages are almost universally denominated from the place of their
habitation. The ingenious gentleman before mentioned inquiring
for Henry Cockroft, could hear of no such person, though he was
within two bow-shots of the house, till at long run he found him
under the notion of the chaumer mon, as he did William Thomas,
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though not without like difficulty, under that of the Aoo-koil mon,
which manner of pronunciation of mon for man is the result of the
Danish dialect, when Lords paramount or Lord-Danes in these parts ;
of which conversion of a into o there are many instances, in the
learned Dr. Hickr’s most elaborate Thesaurus. By the bye, chaumer
mon is not to be taken for camerarius, but the inhabiter of the cham-
bered house, which probably was a rare matter, of old, amongst the
sylvicole of the forest of Hardwick.”

‘<A tincture of early puritanism’’ says Dr. WHITAKER “continues
to appear in the manners, and in the christian names of the people ;
and perhaps there is not a Parish in the kingdom where old Testament
names have so nearly superseded those of the new.”

The peculiar dialect of that part of the Parish bordering on the
confines of Lancashire has maintained its ground, from the earliest
period of our language. “Besides a curious and singular nomenclature
which has been collected with great industry and exactness by
Warson, (and which has a place in the appendix,) this dialect is
most strongly marked by a peculiar corruption of the vowels and
diphthongs, better learned, if it were worth while, by the ear than
the eye. Long patronymical names (not indeed peculiar to this
Parish, for they prevail in the adjoining ones of Whalley and Roch-
dale) are so generally in use, that a man is almost completely unknown
among his neighbours by his legal surname.”

As education and civilization advance, these modes of recognition
fall into disuse: in the more central parts of the Parish, constant
commumcatlon with persons of education has completely done away
with it : but the practice referred to by TroresBY of using the fathers’
and grandfathers’ christian names, instead of the surname, is still
maintained on the whole line of the County bordering upon Lan-
cashire ; and the observations of Dr. Wartaker apply with equal
force at the present day, except that the custom of using old
Testament names is not so generally followed.

The two following letters appeared in the *Halifax Union
Journal” at the period they bear date, and have been instanced in
the present day as a fair specimen of gooid Halifeighs. They are here
inserted for the amusement of my readers, to whom (however
uncourteous it may appear) I leave their translation, claimingan
exemption from the task on the plea that I am not a native.
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Halifeighs, Maartch 14th, 1759.
Maister Dorbee,

Yawl vorre mitch ableege me, an eal print this letter e yawr ncuspaper neist
Wik, thoa sen yawr a gooid mon e dooin sitch a thing for a poor bodde, an { sware I'm
reight poor ; i'm but & poor jurneeman croppar man, an its a trade noght gooid too,
yawn work twelve aares for ten pinse; thmorchens al ha wage enogh, but its tCuntre
Meisters mon at runs awei wit. But what { want yaw to doo for me is, om in a deeol
o truble abaet a Pointer, yaw nawn what e mean, som fok calls em Spaniards, at aaer
Meister broght me to keep for on oth Morchens at e works for, an yusturday whoel { wor
at mi wurk, mo woef, a gaumless fooil, laate im run awei. Meister wold not loize him
for twenty ginniz; for mon thei setten more store o ther dogs than o ther men, an one
on em ligs e more keepin then one omo childer, or where the dule maught one getit aaeto
laaeze ten pinse oth dey? besaed aaner Meister sez at Meister———laekt this dog better
than onne e haz, an o dor sei heez ommost thurte o one mak on other, haaends, an
beigles, an pointers; but heez lent this dog at o had monne a taem toth Porson, an e
laeks im reight weel, thei sen heez a vorre gooid Shoiter, but { think sur e mught foend
summet else to do, but sum on om ez nobbed loek like other fok at i see; bui this dog
sur, heez a brasen on whoet on, he corries a gooid teil, an heez a brass collar abaaet iz
neck, wi Meister. z name on, for tha takken a praed man a keepin a deal o dogs;
heez not a vorre grut dog, nor a vorre little on, but ov a middle soez: An if yaw con hear
ov onne bodde at haz im, yaw needen not be feared but yawl get peid, an weel too, prei
a na sur put it in, for om ommost fleld aaet me wit abaaet it; tho o think we sall hear
on im agean too, for if Melster. get to hear heez lost, heel get awther Porson orth
Clark to cro im ith Chappil or else daub up a paper at Chappil doore abaaet it. So sur
think o neod to sei no more, yawl doit for me, o dor sei, an ost be vorre mitch ableeged
tooya.

“ FRANK FORFEX, tho croppar.”

For Maister Dorbee at prinstt Halifaghs Jurnal with aul Haste.
Mauister Dorbee, Surr.

What om bewn to rite iz abewt dog at yaur news teld on. For mon a Tysday
at neet we wor gone a drinking too ith Ale hews, an we heard Joas o maister sam’s reed
tnews abewt a dog at wor lost, an at taim at faint moot ha sommot for tackint up. So
we sed tone toth tother at weeld watch tLoin oth Wednesday Caus we wor gravin at
toms oth dobhill ith faur de wark an it Liggs meet att Loin side, So we gate up meeterly
soyn oth Wednesday at morn on went to or wark an I Darsay weed not dun aboon five
or seighs foors afore joss Chonst to be starin abewt im, ast most part o poolers dou an
saghim com trotting up at Cruckt turn ith lower Loyn. So ee ran and fot him, but we
cud not tell att furst whether it wor a rang on for it ad more marks nor yawr news teld
on an it did not hold up it teil abit an beside ad gret ribs in it side ant Bally wor meet at
it for Leggs ant Coller wor far to wide fort ant Letters wor Speld wit rang side up for we
cud not make om ewt, hewiver I tookt home an put it ith coyt imangth fiaghths an teld
Matty to git som draff but t plagy bitch gat aul toth ould hen and so thpoor dog wor ther
while fride at Neet afore any body thought ont or saghit but hur when owent to fot
flaghths to lay oth fire an oo took no notice ont athewt twur to git a nock wi or Clogg
80 o fride at Neet 0o sed tew gret slane wat walt to doo we this rotten nasty thing so joss
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an me went an cauld ont but it coomn none Ewt cause we new not wat to caulit but wee
cauld Pointer an Spanierd an Dol an Jet an Nance an Tobe an aulth dog names at we
eud think on but th sluberon son ov a ###8¢ ald not stir an ten Joss went tot an pausd it
an paild it but ee wor no better for itld moove noan nor hasnt dun Eat. So any mon at
naws wat to Caulit av a mind to come an give oz a groat ee may hat for its nobbut ith

gate hear.
New Maister Dorbee an yawl print tis yawl ma poor Frank fain or an yaw Cud tellim

bewt printin it may happen doo 0z weel But yawm be sure to dooth tone.
SAWRBY TUPP.

The trade and manufactures of the Parish, or in other words her
commercial history, is a subject not less interesting than important,
and entitled to a prominent place in herlocal history. The chapter
devoted to this inquiry will at once shew the extent and value of
her manufactures, and the importance of her commercial relations.

In whatever point of view we glance at the modern history of
this extensive Parish there is matter for congratulation, as the sub-
sequent pages will shew. I am afraid that this Chapter exceeds
the limits usually assigned to the subject on which it professes more
immediately to treat, but embodying as it does a considerable
portion of Dr. WaITAKER'S valuable remarks, these, I hope, will be
accepted as an atonement for its length.

£ .



THE BRITISH ARA.

Tur Parish possesses some interesting remains of antiquity
which may be safely assigned to the Brigantian Fra. Of these the
Druidical remains form the prominent feature. On this subject Dr.
Waitaker has forborne to enlarge “because he thought them all
equivocal, excepting those which were clearly natural” but in ad-
verting again to the subject he says that “to such purposes it is
certainly possible they may have been adapted: those wonderful
architects did not waste their unknown and astonishing powers where
nature had prepared the way, and where a little excavation or the
removal of a slight preponderance would suffice to produce a moveable
fulecrum, and a perceptible balance. The powers which erected
Stonehenge would in such instances be suspended, and the effect
would be the same. Still, where the hand of man is not distinctly
visible ; where it is possible that nature, or time, or accident may
have produced the same appearances, positive evidence is required
to prove that they have been employed by the first ministers of
superstition, to astonish and overawe the first rude inhabitants of
the country.”

With all deference to the opinion of the learned Doctor I cannot
subscribé to the position, that positive evidence is required to prove
cases of this description; and, notwithstanding he has rejected the
reasoning of Warson as vague and unsatisfactory, I certainly think
that gentleman’s sentiments on this subject are entitled to respect,
although unsupported by that description of evidence which the
learned Doctor considers essentially necessary to establish the fact ;
‘WaTsoN’s many opportunities of examining these supposed remains,
and his abilities in searching into antiquity, render his authority
very respectable, to say the least of it; andas his conjectures on the
present inquiry are plausible, so it is not likely we shall ever see
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any hypothesis better grounded than that with which he has favored
us. Grose, in his Antiguities classes some of these remains among
the curiosities of Yorkshire. I have availed myself of Warson’s
description where it applies, but abridged some of his remarks.

In the township of Barkisland is a ring of stones, supposed to be
druidical, called the Wolf-fold, which from the name, says Warsox,
I at first imagined to be the ruins of either a decoy for taking wild
beasts, or a place to keep them in; but on a more particular view,
was rather of opinion that it had belonged to the Druids. The stones
of this circle are not erect, but lie in a confused heap like the ruins
of a building, and the largest may have been taken away. It is but
a few yards in diameter, and gives the name of Ringstone-edge to
the adjacent moor.

Not far from Ringstone-edge is a parcel of rocks, on a common,
called Whole Stone-moor, a supposed corruption of Holy Stone, or
Hole Stone ; devoted in all probability to druidical purposes. These
stones which were in general about five or six feet in height above
ground, and about six feet in circumference, were perforated at
about three feet from the ground by a round hole, sufficient to admit
a common-sized hand. In some parts of Ireland stones of this des-
cription are common, particularly in the burial grounds attached to
very ancient churches. We are informed that perforated stones are
not uncommon in India: and devout people pass through them when
the opening will admit, in order to be regenerated. If the hole be
too small they put the hand or foot through it, and with a sufficient
degree of faith, it answers nearly the same purpose !

At the edge of Norland-moor, among a large ridge of rocks, is
a very pondegous stone, which projects over the side of the hill, and
has a very uncommon appearance. It is called the Lad-stone, but
for what reason no inhabitant of the place can tell. Warson con-
jectures the name is British, and it may come from Lladd, to kill, or
slay, denoting persons were put to death here by a regular court of
justice. If it be Anglo-Saxon, it may come from labe, a purgation
by trial, and therefore points out this place, as one where justice
was administered. The Druids had undoubtedly this power, and they
exercised itamongst rocks. The name also of the district lying below
these rocks, is Butterworth, which might be =o called from the bods,
or bodes, the common appellatives of the abodes of people in the
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druidical times. A Ladstone in Sowerby is mentioned in a copy of
a court-roll at Field-house in Sowerby, dated 6 Henry VIII. near the
borders of Erringden, it is now destroyed.

In Rishworth is a group of stones laid seemingly one above
another to the height of several yards, called the Rocking Stone.*
Tradition says, that it once would rock, but that quality is lost.
The form of it is not very unlike the Wring-cheese in Cornwall,
described by Borlase, p. 165, and perhaps might serve for the same
purposes.

The neighbourhood of this rocking stone, notwithstanding it is
now a wild, uncultivated waste, WaTson conjectures to have been
inhabited in the times preceding Christianity. The first reason for
this opinion, is taken from its name. Rowvranp’s, in his Mona
Antiqua, p. 28, edit. 1766, has shewn us, that fixed dwellings were
in this island originally called bods, a word yet used where the pri-
mitive language of tho country is kept entire from that of the Anglo-
Saxons. Where those people settled, bod would be wrote, and pro-
nounced bode or bothe, in modern spelling, booth, the very name by
which this place is now distinguished. Another reason is, because
there are yet to be seen the foundations of a large building, not far
from the above rocking stone, by a place called Castle-dean, near
which are many rocks of various shapes and sizes, where it is supposed
a Druid might have exercised every part of his religion. There
are also many other curious rocks and stones. on the adjoining
common, which are worth the inspection of the antiquarian. It may
be thought a mistake to suppose that the Druids were settled here,
because groves were essential to their worship, and there is not a
tree, oreven a bush, in all the neighbourhood ; but therg is sufficient
proof that it once was woody, the name of Catmoss adjoining to it,
helps to establish this fact. Coed is the British for a large number
of trees growing together; hence THoressy, p. 213, makes Cat-
Beeston to be Woody-Beeston; and WrieaT, in his Rutlandshire,
p- 94, after Camden, explains Catmoss, by a field full of woods.
But to put the matter quite out of dispute, the mosses hereabout
that are cut into for fuel, are full of the fragments of trees.

* Loggon, or Rocking Stones, were huge stones so exactly poised on a point, as to be
easily caused to rock or vibrate, if touched at a certain place ; some of these are artificial,
and others natural rocks cleared of the circumjacent earth.
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The immense rocks and stones within the township of Stansfield,
and its very retired situation, affords an ample field for antiquarian
conjecture, - that the Druids had a settlement here; and the Hawk-
stones, Humberds, Bride-stones, &c. have been assigned by Warson,
as their temples or places of worship. The Bride consists of an up-
right stone or pillar, whose perpendicular height is about five yards, its
diameter in the thickest part about three yards, and the pedestal about
half a yard ; near this stood another large stone, called the Groom,
now thrown down; which in all probability might have been used
by those ancient people for some religious purpose; at short dis-
tances are several others, of different magnitudes, and a vast variety
of rocks and stones scattered aboutthe common, presenting an appear-
ance not unlike those remains to be found in Wiltshire, and other
parts of the country, which our most eminent antiquarians have
decreed to be strictly druidical.

At the end of the second edition of Rowranp’s Mona Antigua,
is a description of a druidical remain in Staffordshire, called also
the Bride-stones, which affords a presumptive argument that this in
Stansfield was made use of by the same people. They have been
known by the name of Bride stones from time immemorial and are
%0 described in a deed, temp. Henry VII.

Sowerby has in it a rude stone pillar, called the Standing Stone,
near six feet high. It is conjectured that stones of this description
are of more ancient date than Druidism itself; and were placed as
memorials recording different events ; it might have been an idol of
the heathen inhabitants of this land.

On a swampy common called Saltonstall-moor, in Warley, is
a fine large altar, called by the country people the Rocking
Stone, the height of which on the West side, is about three yards
and an half. It is a huge piece of rock, with rock basins cat upon
it, one end of which rests on several stones, between two of which
is a pebble of a different grit, seemingly put there for a support,
and so placed that it could not possibly be taken out without break-
ing, or removing the rocks; these in all probability have been
laid together by art. The stone in question, from the form and
position of it, could never be a rocking stone, though it has always
been distinguished by that name: the true rocking stone lies ata short
distance from it, thrown from its centre. The other part of this
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stone is laid upon a kind of pedestal, broad at the bottom, but
narrow in the middle; and round this pedestal is a passage, which
from every appearance, seems to have been formed by art, but
for what purpose is uncertain. BorrLasg, p. 166, has given an
account of something of this sort, called in Cornwall, and Scilly,
Tolmen, or hallowed, which signifies the hole of stone, formed by
a large orbicular stone, supported by two smaller, between which
there is a passage or aperture, conjecturing, that whoever passed
through these, acquired a kind of holiness, and became more ac-
ceptable to God ; also that the cavity might be a sanctuary for the
offender to fly to; but chiefly that such were intended and used for
introducing proselytes, people .under vows, or going to sacrifice,
into their more sublime mysteries.

At the distance of about half a mile from this huge rock are the
remains of a Carne, formed of loose stones, which for centuries has
been called by the country people, Sleepy Low. Several broken
fragments of rock are strewed over the moor, these are rendered
more remarkable from the fact that the common is one vast morass.

On the right side of the road leading to the village of Luddenden
there was formerly the remains of an altar, called Robin Hood's
Penny Stone, who is said to have used this stone to pitch with at
a mark for amusement, and to have thrown the Standing Stone, in
Sowerby off an adjoining hill with his spade as he was digging !
Report says that it was surrounded with a circle, but a few years
ago this relic of antiquity was broken up for building purposes.

There are other presumptive proofs that the Druids inhabited this
parish, such as a considerable part of the township of Wadsworth
being formerly called Crimlishworth, now Crimsworth, from Crom-
lech, a sepulchral monument of that people, now destroyed. The
term Cromlech is said to be derived from the armoric word crum,
crooked or bowing, and leh, stone, alluding to the reverence which
persons paid to them by bowing. That this was a woody part of the
country, is not improbable, as appears from the name of Wadsworth
or Woodsworth. It is said to have been an essential amongst the
Druids to worship in groves of oaks, and such this country was
once famous for, though at present few remain. Large tracts, which
now are waste, are proved by tradition, and by thcir names, to have
been covered over with trees, o that there was no want of the
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sacred misletoe. But the finest druidical remain in these parts, and
what incontestably proves that these people were actually settled
hereabout, is what is called the Rocking Stone, which is so situated
asto be a boundary mark, dividing the two townships of Golcar,
and Slaithwaite, in the Parish of Huddersfield, adjoining to the
Parish of Halifax, on Whole-stone moor ; which last circumstance
seems to confirm the conjecture before made, that the Druids once
worshipped in Barkisland. This stone is ten feet and an half long,
containing nearly six cubits, druidical measure ; nine feet, four or
five inches broad, containing nearly five cubits ; and five feet three
inches thick, answering to three cubits or thereabout. Its weight,
supposing seventy pounds to a square foot, is eighteen toms, and
one hundred and ninety pounds. It rests on so small a centre, that
at one particular point a man may cause it to rock, though some
years ago it was damaged a little, in this respect, by some masons,
who endeavored, but in vain, to throw it from its centre, in order
to discover the principle on which so large a weight was made to
move.

The tale that is told of Stonehenge, is also related by the people
hereabout, namely that no one has ever been able to count the stones
of which the circles here are composed so as to make the numbers of
two successive reckonings agree. Although a baker once essayed
todo it by placing a loaf on every stone, and afterwards counting
the loaves, yet on a second trial he always found the same number
of loaves either too many or too few.

In connection with the first period of society that existed in
these mountains Dr. WriTaKER refers to “one discovery which
must” he says, ‘without hesitation or controversy, be assigned to
the aboriginal Britons. About the year 1779, a countryman in
digging peat on Mixenden-moor, struck his spade through a black
polished stone, resembling a hone or whetstone ; adjoining to this
was discovered the most beautiful and perfect brass celt I ever saw,
it bad apparently never been used, the edge being very sharp and
uncorroded, from its whiteness the copper appeared to have been
alloyed with tin. These remains were accompanied by four arrow
heads of black flint, or basalt; by another light battle axe, of a
beantiful green pebble, speckled with white; and lastly by a hollow
gouge or scoop of hard grey stone, evidently intended for the ex-
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cavation of canoes, or other wooden vessels. This lastis an unique,
no implement for this purpose having ever been discovered before.
Altogether they seem to have formed the imperishable part of the
arms and implements of some British soldier, who by some other
means than in battle perished among these wastes, where all
remains of the body, together with the handles of the weapons, had
long since perished, while the more ponderous and durable parts
sunk beneath the spongy surface, to be disclosed by a fortunate
accident at the distance perhaps of two thousand years.”

Such are the memorials which still exist of the ancient British
inhabitants of this district, that there are others yet undiscovered is
by no means improbable. It is with diffidence, but without distrust,
that I assert, it is my firm belief, (and herein I am not singular,)
that a large portion of this district was inhabited by the primeval
inhabitants of our isle.

Indeed if we look at the present aspect of the Parish, its general
appearance, the sequestered valleys with which it abounds, and the
brooks and springs by which they are fertilized, and compare it with
the description given by early historians, particularly by C&sar, of
the sites usually selected by the aboriginal Britons for their habita-
tions, there is much room for probable conjecture that such was the
case, supported as that conjecture is by the evidence of the memo-
rials before adverted to. But further than this. I know that
in a part of our moorlands, there is an ancient highway still in
existence, the original formation of which there is little reason to
doubt may be safely assigned to this /ra, notwithstanding it
may have been subsequently converted by the Romans into a vicarial
way, for we are informed, that many of the roads supposed to be
Roman are really formed in the line of British Trackways. I have
inserted a description of the highway, to which I particularly allude,
in the next chapter, for a cause purely deferential. Time will shew
whether my hypothesis be correct.
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Norwrrastanping the County of York from its central position
in Great Britain, was the favorite seat of the Romans, while under
their yoke, there is not the visible remains of a Roman Station,
within the bounds of this extensive Parish. Two military ways are
supposed to have gone through it, one leading from Manchester to
York, and the other from Manchester to Aldborough. The first of
these has been described by Mr. WHITAKER, in his History of Man-
chester, p. 81-86, who traced its course until it came to the town-
ship of Stainland, very near which, at a place called Slack, are the
manifest traces of an ancient settlement, * which I had the honor”
says Warson “of being the first discoverer of, and of shewing to
the Rev. Mr. Whitaker aforesaid.”” The wild and barren nature of
this district unquestionably suggested to the Romans a motive for
prolonging the usual distance between their stations. Hence in an
interval of fifty miles, they had only one station noticed in the
Itinerary of Antoninus between Mancunium (Manchester) and Cal-
caria (Tadcaster.) This was Cambodunum.

That Wartson, our own historian and antiquarian had the merit
of having discovered the real site of Cambodunum, is confirmed by
the testimony of that able antiquary, Dr. WHITAKER, and the result
of WaTsoN’s enquiry was transmitted to the Society of Antiquaries
by whom the communication was printed in the first volume of their
Archaeologia.

‘“Excited probably by Camden’s vague account of the celebrated
altar, DVI CIV BRIG having been found in Greetland, as well as
the report of roman bricks discovered at Grimscar, and upon a
very accurate research finding nothing ancient or curious in that
township, he extended his enquiries into Stainland, on the con-
fines of which, but actually within Longwood, in the Parish of
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Huddersfield, he found, I think beyond a doubt, the long lost
Cambodunum of Antonine. On this subject, however differing on
others, Mr. Whitaker and himself agreed ; nor indeed could it be
otherwise, for the distance from Manchester is exact, the line, near
that of the great military way, and the remains decisive of Roman
antiquity.”

This testimony of Dr. WHITAKER’s is at once so decisive, that
I shall not trouble my reader with the proofs brought forward by
‘WarsoN in support of his argument.

That Cambodunum was not at Almondbury, is clear from more
reasons than those assigned by Warson. * Burgh and Borough are
of the same origin, and denote in general the same idea, viz; that
of a fortified hill; but in the North of England there is a distinction
between the two which has not been sufficiently attended to, namely
that Borough describes for the most part a Roman, and Burgh, a
Saxon fortification.” I concur with Warso~ in opinion that Al-
mondbury is merely a Saxon fortification, but the following memorial
will prove that a prison at least upon the site of the old castle there
was kept up until the beginning of the fourteenth century. ‘< Al-
mondbury, Huddersfield, Elmsley, &c. pres. quod quidam extraneus
occisus est in prisona quondam Castri de Almondbury habens corpus
quasi devoratum vermibus, avibus et canibus, et dicunt quod alibi
occisus est et ibidem postea positus et projectus.” “An horrid
picture” observes the Doctor. .

“ High on the verge of the bleak moors which divide the Parishes
of Huddersfield, Halifax, and Rochdale, but screened by a higher
ridge to the West and South, is a sloping piece of ground, contain-
ing about twelve statute acres, and divided into several enclosures,
some of which bear the name of the eald (or old) fields. The South
side of thisis formed by the deep and precipitous channel of Longwood
Brook, the West by another nameless streamlet, the East by one
still more inconsiderable but evidently deepened by art, and the
fourth by a trench still visible, though partly covered by buildings,
and partly effaced by the operations of husbandry.” Theinhabitants
there have a tradition, that on these fields there formerly was a great
town. This tradition, WaTson observes, is amply confirmed by
many appearances, and from carefully considering wheré the plough
is said to meet with obstructions, and where not, he thought that the
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range of a street or two might be made out, there are not any
-appearances of a Camp.” Amongst these buildings WarsoN was
directed to the fine altar of Fortune (a vignette of which is presented
to the reader) which he afterwards gave to his friend and brother
antiquary, Ma. Wrrrixzz; the place where it was found, is near
the centre of the station, beside a perennial spring, and where
from many symptoms, there must have been a bath with an hypocaust,
near this are still remaining many mossy fragments of Roman mortar
mixed with pounded bricks, apparently parts of the floor of the bath.

Of this spot Me. WaITAKER observes very judiciously * the station
must have been placed in the neighbouring fields, immediately beyond
the channel of the Western streamlet. This is a proper site for a
Camp, a linguia formed by the union of two brooks, and defended
by their deep channels on two sides.” ‘With submission to Mr.
Whitaker's judgment,”” says Warson “I can see nothing to incline
me to think that there ever was a camp here, or that if there had,
the two insignificant currents of water above-mentioned could not
have been any defence toit.” “But had he” observes Da.WaITAKER,
** directed a critical or even an attentive eye to the banks of these
currents, he could not have failed to perceive the remains of a deep
agger, and on the line of Longwood brook of two, where the North-
East angle is very conspicuous, and turned entirely in the Roman
b - )
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manner. Both our antiquaries omitted to observe a small circus
of earth on the common to the North-West, which is now nearly
destroyed by a Turnpike Road, and there is a similar one in the hill
above. Both these were by the people of the place denominated the
Camps : but they are evidently gymnasia, or places of exercise for
the Roman Soldiers. On the side of a lane below, leading towards
Barkisland Hall, I saw, observes Dr. WaiTAKER, an entire barrow
heretofore unobserved. Such are the few visible remains of Cam-
bodunum, of which I regret, after diligent and thrice-repeated
searches, I can add no more to the discoveries of my predecessors.
The present obscurity of Cambodunum may he imputed to a cause,
the very reverse of that which has occasioned the destruction and
disappearance of so many stations, vie. that their sites were so well
chosen in fertile districts, and on the banks of considerable rivers,
that after their abandonment by that sagacious people, later settlers
could find no other ground so eligible for the foundation of their
Parish Churches, their towns and fortresses, in preparing for which
they first destroyed all that remained of Roman architecture, and
then worked up the materials in their own constructions. On the
contrary nothing can be more bleak and ungenial than the site of
Cambodunum, on & barren soil, and an high unsheltered eminence,
then wholly unenlivened by those cheerful hues of cultivation which
now clothe the country below, the natives of Italy and Gaul, con-
demned to garrison duty within its walls, must have thought them-
selves exiled to the extremity of the habitable globe. The truth
seems to be, that at the first distribution of stations in the North of
England, this site was chosen, and fortified merely as a place of rest
from Calcaria (Tadcaster) to Mancunium (Manchester), but as the
country became better cultivated, and more inhabited, this cold and
inconvenient settlement was abandoned, the stages on the line were
multiplied ; and Castleshaw, in Saddleworth, the small Roman camp
near Kirklees, the Roman town mentioned by Dr. Richardson, near
Kirkheaton ; and lastly, Wall fiat, near Leeds, were planted on the
same line, for the better accommodation of the Roman troops on
their marches. Let not this be thought a chimerical hypothesis ;
the obscurity of the remains at Cambodunum, where they can never
have been destroyed by future colomists, and the strong fact that
the coin found here with the altar, was of Hadrian, while the altar
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bore strong internal evidence (as Mr. Watson has well shewn) that
it belonged to the same period, all point to the same conclusion.
And if we add to this, that no coins of a later date have ever been
found here, and that all the coins found at or near the other Roman
settlements above mentioned, are uniformly of the lower empire, my
hypothesis must be allowed to be highly probable, that Cambodunum
was abandoned at an early period of the Roman Empire in Britain.”

“With respect to the dimensions of this encampment, it should
not have been confounded by Warsox with those minor stations,
which from the centurial inscriptions usually discovered within
them, he very rightly judged to be adapted to a century only, as
they seldom exceed 100 or 120 yards square; whereas there is a
space of 240 paces within the ramparts of Cambodunum on one
direction, and of 200 to the other. Such an outline could not
have been defended by less than a cohort. But there was another
objection to Cambodunum, as a post in time of war; which was that
it could scarcely be defended from missile weapons at all, as it is
commanded on two sides by higher grounds immediately beyond
the brooks. On the whole, it was an untenable post, as well as an
uncomfortable lodging, and therefore early abandoned. In short,
though decidedly Roman, this site of an encampment is an anomaly
in Roman castrametation.’

Should any antiquary have the curiosity to trace the Roman way
by Slack, it is necessary to caution him against a mistake ‘ that it
becomes the boundary to the parishes of Halifax and Huddersfield,
and passes within two hundred yards from the station and the town.”
The boundary between these two parishes, is in the public road,
called the Outlane, but the military way runs nearer to the station,
through the fields called the Bents, having there frequently been
turned up with the plough, and being composed of gravel.

Dependent upon the station of Cambodunum, appeats to have
been the Roman work on Lee Hill, near Slack, which Mr. Watson
considers as Saxon. The work referred to, is a circular remain of an
ancient encampment, about eighty yards each way, measuring to
the outside of the agger, it commands a fair view of Castle Hill,
near Almondbury, as well as of the adjoining country. There is a
tradition of a battle having been fought here, which is borne out
by the appearance of twmuki scattered here and there upon the

D 2
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coinmon. Upon these remains Dr. WHITAKER remarks ¢ the castra
estiva of th¢ Romans, which were generally on elevated points,
commanding like this very extensive views of the country around,
were frequently oval or circular, adapting themselves to the shape
of the hill on which they were placed. The long connecting trench
running over Linley Moor to Watch hill, which has evidently
been an artificial specular mount, has more the appearance of a
Roman than a Saxon Work.”

We are informed by Camden, that at Grimscar have been dugup
bricks with the inscription, COH. IIII. BRE, which HorsLEY judges
to be ‘“Cohors quarta Brittonum.” Bricks with the same inscription
on them have also been found in the neighbourhood of Slack since
Camden’s time. Mr. Watson is of opinion, that a detachment of
the fourth cohort must have been quartered at Slack, and that the
probability is, they went to Grimscar to make bricks, on account
of the clay. '

The most valuable remains of the Roman times which this dis-
trict has presented is the votive altar, (of which the following is a
vignette,) dug up in Greetland, and referred to by CAMDEN.

The following is the inscription thereon, DVI. CI BRIG. ET
NVM. GG. T. AVR. AVRELIANVS DD. PRO SE ET SVIS
S. M.A. G. S. On the reverse. ANTONIO III ET GETA COSS
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The altar appears to have been dedicated by Titus Aurelius Aure-
lionis, to the God of the -state of the Brigantes and to the Deities
of the Emperors, on behalf of himself and his followers, in grateful
remembrance of the success of their undertaking. The reverse shews
the time when the altar was set up, that is, when Antonius was
consul the third time with Geta. And the altar of Fortune before
referred to, (p. 33) discovered by our antiquary, Mr. Watson ; the
reading on this altar is said to be * Fortuns sacrum. Caius
Antonius Modestus Centurio legionis sexts victricis posuit et votum
solvit lubens merito.” From which it appears to have been erected
by Caius Antonius Modestus, centurion of the sixth legion, in dis-
charge of a vow. It was discovered in 1736, among the ruins of a
building manifestly composed of Roman bricks, many of which are
yet to be seen in the common fence walls there.

Roman coins either in single pieces or hoards, have at various
times been discovered in different parts of the Parish. In August,
1769, a quantity of coins of the small size were found in ENand
Wood, in a cavity of a rock under a stone. A considerable number
were also discovered at one time, at a place called Beestones, in
Stainland, about two miles from Slack ; also some in Sowerby and
Warley, also two or three at High Greenwood, in Heptonstall.
These, it must be observed, cannot be received as evidence of the
permanent residence of the Romans, on any particular site. Single
pieces may be dropped any where, and as the intention with which
hoards of money were sometimes buried, was, that protection might
be gained by concealment, they might be deposited at a distauce
from the owner’s residence.

The fragment of & Roman lattice, made of iron, was found at g
place called Hall Body, in the Eald Field, at Cambodunum, among
a large quantity of Roman tiles and bricks, which apparently were
the remains of a building.

I have embodied within this chapter the most interesting
portion of what has been written by former historians respecting
the remains of the Roman /Era within the Parish, or rather bor-
dering upon it.

In the preceding chapter I referred to an. ancient trackway,
which had not been previously noticed by them. It is a singular
fact that it should have escaped the attention of Warson, because
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in his time much of what is now destroyed, by the operations of
husbandry and other caunses, might then be distinctly traced.
Accompanied by a few friends on a fine morning at the com-
mencement of the last spring, and bending our course to Ovenden
Common, where by previous appointment we found our guide, (an
old man upwards of eighty years of age, who had, he said * known
the way from his childhood, as also his father before him.”) We
proceeded to a place called Cockle, or Cock Hill, in Ogden, an
elevated spot on Ovenden Common, where are distinctly visible the
remains of an ancient trackway; on examination, the material, of
which it appeared to have been constructed were stones varying in
size from a diameter of five inches to sixteen inches, the interstices
between which had been filled up with a kind of mortar so tenacious
even at the present day, that it was with difficulty the stones could
be severed ; many of them, which from time to time had been turned
up, were used in building the adjoining walls. The way hereis
"elevated and about the average breadth-of fourteen feet; from this
spot it takes a direction due West, to a place a little below, called
the Peat Holes, a marshy spot where the way may be distingunished
by its firmness ; proceeding in the same direction over the common,
it crosses an highway leading to a farm-house, and passes through
two fields, at the bottom of one of which the waters of 8Bkirden and
Ogden meet; from this spot may be discerned at the distance of
about two hundred yards to the right, two mounds, which two
of our party were induced to inspect; the oneresembled a cone, the
other was still larger, and there wasa smaller one on each side, the
whole presented an artificial appearance, but time would not permit a
fuller examination of them. From Skirden Clough, the way pro-
ceeded through some cultivated land, where the operations of hus-
bandry had nearly effaced it, indeed the plough was then in full
operation, the men at work informed us that they had sometimes
met with obstructions from stones and stuff, which had been thrown
in a heap. Passing through these lands we came to a place called
Mixenden Ings, where our guide informed us, Farmer Tattersall
had dug the road up, and formed with the stones a causeway to
Brookhouse, Crossing a small brook, and ascending a moor called
the Carrs, we reached the evident remains of a Camp, which if
any reliance is to be placed on the authority of those versed in
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antiquarian lore, was in all probability formed by the Romans;
the remains in question form a considerable cirele, covered with
heath and ling, and are surrounded by a diteh or agger, this is nearly
filled up, but still distinctly marked: there is also a rampart or
vallym composed of the earth dug out of the agger, the remain is
divided into two parts by a way, which the Romane called the Prix-
cipia, one of these divisions is considerably larger than the other,
From this spot the way passes through Hunter Hill Lands, thence
into Barrett’s Lands, where, entering tho township of Warley, at a
place called Noah’s Ark, in Coldedge, it is intersected by the
high road from Halifax to Haworth, and along which road we
proceeded homewards, anticipating the pleasure of a closer examina-
tion of these remains at a future period, which I regret to say has
not yet oocurred.

Generally speaking, in some places the way cannot be traced
without difficulty, the vestiges being extremely faint and obscure ;
in others it oontinuee firm and distinct, though covered with earth
and grass, its height does not present that fine bold rampart which
generally characterises the Roman Itinera in this country, though
its breadth is in some places considerable ; with respect to these re-
mains it may be observed that the Romans never passed a night even
in the longest marches without pitching a camp, and fortifying it with
a rampart and a ditch ; if they staid but one night in the same camp,
or even two or three nights, it was called castra ; if for a consider-
able time it was called castra stativa, a standing camp; estiva, a
summer camp, and hiberna a winter camp. This in all probability
was only a castra.

I cannot pretend to give an opinion as to what iter or vicinal
way, (if such it be) the road in question, may form a part. I must
leave that to others better versed in antiquarian research. If I
might venture on a conjecture, I should say, that it might be a
portion of the way mentioned by Mz. WHITAKER, as issuing from
the Roman road, which may be traced in a broken causeway over
the wild moors of Heptonstall pointing towards Ilkley ; or it may
be a part of the Roman line of road leading from Ilkley to Cambo-
dunum, ‘““so conspicuous on the high grounds between Keighley
and Halifax.” Or, if these conjectures fail, I may perhaps be per-
mitted to indulge in the harmless speculation, that it may be the
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remains of an ancient British Trackway, passing on from the place
where we left it, over Saltonstall Moor, along the high grounds
of Warley and Wadsworth, by Old Town to Crimsworth, and
thence into Stansfield. I say passing in this direction, because
these places have been hssigned as stations occupied by the aboriginal
Britons, (Ogden, or rather Oakden, the valley of Oaks, where the
halig, or holy brook is formed by the junction of the waters before
alluded to, being doubtless inhabited by the ancient Britons or their
Druids.) My readers will bear in mind the important fact that the
celts and arrow heads, referred to in the preceding c , were
found in the district through which the way pajses, and this cir-
cumstance, it is submitted, has a tendency to confirm the plausibility
. of my speculation. I fear, however, after all that can be said, the
matter must be left involved in that glorious antiquarian uncertainty
in which it was found. Happy shall I be if the account here given
be an incentive to others to follow up an enquiry, (which if pro-
vidence permit I intend to pursue,) and from which I can confideatly
assure them they will derive much gratification.



THE SAXON AERA.

TaE commencement of the fifth century introduces us to a new
Zra. At atime when the ferocious hordes of Picts and Scots were
harrassing the island . wherever they could penetrate, the Anglo
Saxon invasion of England occurred. This invasion, says Mr.
Tuewxs, in his History of the Anglo Sazons, ‘ must not be con-
templated as a barbarisation of the country. They brought with
them a superior, domestic, and moral character, and the rudiments
of new political, juridical, and intellectual blessings. An interval
of slaughter and desolation unavoidably occurred, before they estab-
lished themselves and their new systems in the island. But when
they had completed their conquest, they laid the foundation of that
national constitution, of that internal polity, of those peculiar cus-
toms, of that female modesty, and of that vigour and direction of
mind, to which Great Britain owes the social progress which it has
80 eminently acquired. Some parts of the civilization, which they
found in the island, assisted to produce this great result. ‘Their
desolations removed much of the moral degeneracy which at that
time prevailed.”” For an historical, impartial, and interesting ac-
count of the Anglo Saxons, the reader is referred to Mr. Turner's
work before alluded to. At the period of their establishment in this
country, Britain was unhappily divided into numerous petty sove-
reignties. *“Fallen into a number of petty states, in actual warfare
with each other, or separated by jealousy, Britain met the successive
invaders with a local not with a national force; rarely with any
combination. The selfish policy of its chiefs, often viewing with
satisfaction the misfortunes of each other, facilitated the successes
of the Saxon aggressors.” .

Into their general history I have not the inclination (were it
indeed within my province) to enter : and with regard to their con-
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tests, my readers must, in this instance, rest satisfied on the
authority of MiLTon, that they “ are no more entitled to remem-
brance or recital, than the battles of crows and hawks in a summer’s
day.”

Neglected and abandoned as were the Roman remains in this
district, by the Saxons, they certainly colonized the more fertile
parts of the Parish of Halifax, for the villare is generally Saxon ;
there are also several earth-works, which can scarcely be ascribed to
any other people. Evident traces of these entrenchments and for-
tifications are still visible, none of them however are of any great
extent; “a poor and barren district, at the very extremity of
cultivation in the island, never afforded a residence to any of the
great chiefs of the heptarchy, or a scene for any great action likely
to be marked by permanent remains,” but these remaine on the
contrary can only have been relics of domestic precaution or of petty
discord, where the savage chief of one hamlet dreaded or attacked
that of thenext. Conygarth will scarcely be considered an exception
to this remark.

A few of the most noted places which are supposed to be remains
of the Saxon A are here pointed out.

On Greenhalgh, a hill above Hoohoile, in Erringden, is a cir-
cular remain, which Warson, from its name and appearance, judged
to have been Saxon, the diameter of which is about sixteen yards;
it has been walled round, and seems to have been a fort; the place
is called Tower Hill. There are the appearances of two breastworks,
the first of which is about twenty-five yards from the remains,
towards the South, East, and North sides thereof, of a circular form,
the centre of which faces the east. The other is at a greater dis-
tanoe, running along the South verge of the hill, which is very
steep. It is remarkable that no breastworks appeer to the West,
where the ground is level, but no danger might be apprehended from
that quarter. 1t is conjectured to have been raised for the purpose
of opposing some irruption from the side of Sowerby, wherein, on
an opposite hill was another fort, at e place near Hollinhey, called
Conygarth, the site of which is still to' be seen, but so situated, as
plainly to be intended for a short use.

Near Ripponden, in the township of Barkisland, is a remarkable
high hill, called the Conygarth, from the Anglo-Baxon, Cyni3, a
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king, and the British Garth, a mountain; as if some crowned head
had encamped here with his forces, in the Saxon times. We have
indeed no tradition or annals to shew this, but many facts of this
sort are buried in oblivien, and others only to be discovered from a
number of concurring circumstances, This hill is well situated for
a thing of this sort, both on aceount of its being sufficiently spacious,
bhaving a good command of the country, and being on several parts
of it very difficult of access.

In the depth of Rawtonstall Wood, within the township of
Stanefield, is a deep moat, which appears to have surrounded an old
manor house; and on the pointed and rocky summit of the hill
above, tradition forty years ago, preserved the memory of a castle.
On the side of this hill, towards the South, there has been a very
large shoot of earth, which destroys the regularity of it ; part of this
earth was, in 1768, cut through to make a turnpike road. This
breach shews that the whole hill was natural, as a largerock appears
very near the summit of it. At the foot of the hill is 2 house called
the castle, which in all probability takes its name from the hill.
Whether the place was formed by our Saxon ancestors is altogether
matter of conjecture, nothing antique having ever been found near it.
it may have been used for the purposes of war by the inhabitants
of Yorkshire, to stop the incursions of the Lancastrians; nothing
could be better situated for that purpose, as it is within a mile of
the borders, and stands in a pass between two very high ranges of
hills ; but no tradition of this kind remains. The valley below it
has the name of the Castle-nase-bottom.

At Rastrick, in this Parish, was lately a mound called Castle-
hill, which Dr. Johnson, who surveyed this neighbourhood in 1669,
said was trenched about, and hollow in the middle, as if many
stones had been got out of it. The circumference of it he measured
to a hundred and eighty-eight yards within the trench, and on the
top a hundred and seventeen, which shews the form of it. It has
lately been destroyed, for the sake of the stone it contained, and it
appeared upon examination that the top of it, for a few yards per-
pendicular, was cast-up earth, the rest a natural hill, the whole
being left hollow at the top, seemingly with design. If this was
awork of the Saxons, its name may come from Repr, a bed, or
sleeping, and pi3e, the ridge of a hill, meaning the hill where



44 . SAXON ZERA.

travellers or others used to lodge ; and such a situation as this was
very necessary in troublesome times, either for the neighbourhood to
retire to upon alarms, or for way-faring men to make their nightly
habitation ; for being hollow at the top, it formed a kind of breast-
work to protect the men in case of an assault; there was also &
considerable ascent to it on every side, and there was norising ground
about it, from whence it could be annoyed. It must be owned that
the words come very near to Rastrick. Several of the northern
nations use rast for rest, in particular the Swedes and Germans.
Raste also has the same meaning in the Belgic, or Low Dutch.

Works of this kind, I know, are generally attributed to the
Danes, who, being few in number, in comparison of the Saxons,
used this kind of fortification, to the end that, when alarms were
given, they might repair thither, and remain in safety, until they
could assemble themselves in greater strength. Now, if this wasa
Danish settlement, probably its name may be Danish too. It is
certain, that all circular forts raised by this people, were called by
the Irish, Raths, as they were also by the ancient Cornish men,
and perhaps other inhabitants of this island, from the word Radt,
which in the Celtic, signified a wheel, and by adding to this the
Danish word Ryg, the ridge of an hill, such as this mount stood upon,
we have Rath’s-Ryg, which would easily be softened into Rastrick.

‘WaTtson conjectures that the Danes spread themselves all over
this neighbourhood, and is supported in his hypothesis by the fact
of an urn having been found, with two others, at the gates at the
bottom of the walk near Shaw Hill, leading to a house in Skircoat,
called Heath. They lay in a line, one yard deep, and one yard
asunder, with their mouths downwards. This urn contained calcined
bones, and dust; the two others were broken in pieces. It was
eight inches deep, stood upon a bottom of four inches diameter,
and where there was no moulding, measured from twenty-one inches,
or thereabouts, to twenty-three inches in circumference.

It appeared to that Gentleman, from a passage in the Saxon
Chronicle, that the Danes under Cnute, (or Canute,) their king,
made a grand march by the borders of this Parish. It is stated that
this Cnute went against Uhtred, the Earl of Northumberland,
through Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Huntingtonshire, Lincoln-
shire, Nottinghamshire, and towards York; and the said Uhtred
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being slain, ‘deinde regreesus est austrum versus, alia via per
plagam occidentalem, adeo ut venirit totus exercitus ante pascha
ad naves ;" he returned to the south by the western coast, a different
way from what he had gone before. But what way so likely as this
which the Romans had made between Manchester and York ? It
might be then in good repair, and if the king chose to march by the
western coast, was the nextand best way. This was inthe year 1017.
There is a circumstance which confirms the opinion that this Danish
king did actually march along this road, for several places on the
line of it do still retain his name, such as Knot-lane in Saddleworth,
and by the side of this, Knot-hill, which is a remarkable round-
topped hill, from the top of which this king is said to have harangued
hisarmy. Also Knot-Mill near the Castlefield, by Manchester, where
possibly the Danes might halt for some time ; and lastly, Knots-ford,
called by Camden Canuti vadum. The road which branches off from
this great military way, at Slack above-mentioned, and which has
the name of the Danes-road, might have been used by part of this
army, and have thence acquired its name; for having no enemy to
fear in these parts, it might be more convenient for the army to take
two different routes from thence to Manchester; if they did, that
division which fell in with the road between Ilkley and Manchester,
might possibly march to the place of rendezyous, along the street
called the Danes-gate, if iideed that name did not come from the
Deans of Manchester, as the head clergy there were formerly called.

That the parish was in some places desolated by the Saxons, and
made the arena of their contests, the memorials here exhibited suf-
ficiently shew, but to what extent we have no account. In what
further relates to their connexion with this Parish I have nothing to
add. No coin or other interesting memorial of their presence, has
ever been turned up within its precinets.

In this part of our subject we are walking over the country of the
departed, whose memory has not been perpetuated by the com-
memorating heralds of their day. A barbarous age is unfriendly to
human fame. When the clods of his hillock are scattered, or his
funereal stones are thrown down, the glory of a savage perishes
for ever. In after ages, fancy labors to supply the loss; but her
incongruities are visible, and gain no lasting belief. But I cannot take
my leave of this obscure and barbarous sra, without looking back
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upon it, and comparing in imagination, the then prospects of the
Country with its present flourishing condition, though it is not
easy for a mind familiarized to its present state to conceive of the
other even in fancy. But would my reader carry himself nine or ten
centuries back, and ranging the high ground of Skircoat, or taking
his position at King-Cross, survey the vale of Calder ; instead of the
populous village, the well-built residence, the modern villa, the
comfortable cottage, the elegant mansion, the artificial plantation,
the enclosed park and pleasure-ground, instead of uninterrupted
enclosures, which have driven sterility almost to the summit of the
distant hills, how great must have been the contrast, when at a
distance, or immediately beneath, his eye must have caught vast
tracts of forest ground, stagnating with bog or darkened by native
woods, where the wild ox, the roe, the stag, and the wolf had
scarcely learned the supremacy of man; when, directing his view
to the intermediate spaces, to the windings of the valley, or the
expanse of plain below, he could only have distinguished a few in-
sulated patches of culture, each encircling a village of wretched
cabins, among which would still be remarked one rude mansion of
wood, (scarcely equal in comfort to a modern cottage) rising proudly
eminent above the rest, where the Saxon Lord, surrounded by his
faithful coterii, enjoyed a rude and solitary independence, owning
no superior but his sovereign. This was undoubtedly a state of
simplicity, such as the admirers of uncultivated nature may affect
to applaud ; yet no good man can lament the subversion of $axon
polity, for that which followed.
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The earliest period of written and authentic information relative
to this Parish commences with Domesday*, the most ancient record
that exists in the Archives of the United Kingdom. We there find
the following members of the Parish thus described as Berewicks of
the. Manor of Wakefield, to which they still belong.

Terra Regis in Eurewickscire. In Wachefeld cu’ ix Ber'. San-
dala, Sorebi, Werla, Feslei, Miclei, Wadesuurde, Crumbetonsetun,
Lanfeld, Stanesfelt. Sunt ad g'ld LX Car +'re 7 iii bovat 7 rercia
pare uni’ bovat. Hanc +'ram poss. arare xxx Caruce. Hoc maner’
fuir regis Edw. in Dnio. modo in manu regis. Sun~ ibi iiii vill. 7
iti Pb'ri 7 ii Eccli“w 7 vii Socl’i 7 xvi bord. Simul hr vii Car. Silva
pascua 7 c. From this it will be seen that the number of Carucates
in each Berewick is not particularized.

In the Terra Ilberti de Lacy, Elland and Overe (North and South
Owram) were thus surveyed ;

M~. In Elant ht" Gamel. iii Car. 7re 7 dim ad g'ld ubi ii Caruce
poss. e e. Ilbert’. hr. nc’ 7 wasr e. T. R. E. val xxsol. Silva
pasr. dim leug. lg 7 iiii q¥ 2 lar 7 iiii acr. pri.

In Overe b Gamel iii Car. car rre ad g 1d ubi iii Car. poss. e’e’.
Ilbers” hr 7 wasr e, T.R. E. val xx sol. Silva pasr. iii q" 2
Ig" 7 iii lav.

“In the foundation of the Parish of Halifax (observes Da.
WaITAKER) it appears that the two great houses of Warren and

* DOMESBDAY BOOK s in this day in sueh high credit, that if a question arise, whether
8 Maaor, Parish or Lands be ancient demesne, the issue must be tried by it. Its authority
in poiat of tenure hath never beem permitted to be called in question: when it has been
necessary to distinguish whether lands were held in ancient demesne, or in what other
mamner, recourse hath always been had to Domesday Book and to that only, to determine
thedoubt. If lands were down under the name of a private lord or subject, then it was
determined to have been, at the time of the survey, the land of such private person, and not
ancient demesne. The exact time when the Conqueror undertook this survey is differently
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Lacy concurred. The former permitted eight of the berewicks
specified above to be detached from the parish of Dewsbury, and
the latter, from the vicinity of their situation to the new church,
permitted North and South Owram, in which are to be included
Shelf, Hipperholmte, &c. and Elland to be separated from Morley,
the only Saxon church in the hundred beside Dewsbury. It is
remarkable that these portions of the Lacy fee are described as waste,
whereas all the townships in the ferra regis were in a state of cul-
tivation. Was it that the conqueror in his dreadful devastation of
Yorkshire, spared his own demesnes? Scarcely so; for almost all
the townships within the soke of Wakefield, as distinct from its
berewicks, are stated to have been depopulated. The probability
therefore is, that these remote townships lying at the very extremity
of population, had escaped those ravages with which first the Danes
and afterwards the Conqueror had visited the more open and fruitful
parts of Yorkshire.”

Of the places described by Domesday in this district, corrupted
as many of them are, there can be little doubt with the exception
of Feslei, which is meant for Fesebie, Fekisbe, or the modern Fixby,
and Crumbetonsetun, which has been supposed to be Cross Stone ;
but this is not only no hamlet within Stansfield, but never was
included within it, I deem it therefore much more probable, that it
is meant for the valley, bounding on one side the township of Hep-
tonstall, now called Crimsworthden or Crimsworth (especially as
Heptonstall itself is not mentioned in Domesday) for WaTsoN was
mistaken in supposing that place to be meant for Hepton, which is
in the Wapontake of Agbrigg.

We have, however only ten townships in the Parish of Halifax,
which by subdivisions have gradually increased to twenty-three. Of
these Erringden, having been first a chace and afterwards a park,
formed no part. The sub-divisions of Overe have already been

stated ; according to some, 1083, 17 WiLL. I. According to the Baxon Chronicle, 1085, but
the Red Book of the Exchequer states its t to be the 14th WrLL1AM 1st, 1080,
and its completion in 1088. The pound mentioned in Domesday Bobdk (says Sir Robert
Atkins) for reserved rent was the weight of a pound in silver, consisting of 120z. which is
equalin weight to £3 2s. of our present money; the same weight in gold is now worth £48.
The shilling mentioned in the same book, consisted of twelve pence, and is equal in weight
to 3s. of our money: A caracute, hide, or plow of land, was a certain quantity of land,
about 120 acres. An ox was then valued at 7s. 6d.; about 1770 it was worth £7 10s., its

present value in England is nearly £20.
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mentioned ; Soyland may be assigned to Sowerby; Norland,
Stainland, Greetland, and Barkisland together with Rastrick and
Rishworth, to Elland; and Skircoat and Ovenden, with Halifax
the capital, must have been taken out of Warley. No such name
as Horton, which an idle tradition has delivered down as pre-existing
on the site of Halifax, is mentioned in Domesday. CampEN there-
fore, who too credulously took up with a vague report, and has
given a credit and currency to it which it did not deserve, was
wholly misinformed.

*“When the Domesday survey was taken, all the cultivated lands
of the parish within the Warren fee, which is more than two-thirds
of the whole were contained in seven berewicks or vills, and consisted
of less than thirty carucates, or 3000 acres. These were mere
spots and patches of culture, selected for their native fertility, by
the first settlers, either from the alluvial lands on the banks of the
Calder, or from the higher slopes, such as Langfield, where the
soil is deep, and comparatively productive.

“From some cause or other, for trade had not yet been introduced,
a great increase in population (and consequently in culture) had
happened, otherwise the erection of the two parochial chapels would
not have taken place. But now the old and fertile enclosures (the
oxgang land of their forefathers) became inadequate to the wants
of the inhabitants, the process of ridding or essarting the native
woods on the steep brows, which is the origin of the rood land,
began ; the circles of cultivation in the neighbouring townships
began, at their lower extremities, to touch each other, and the
commons were gradually confined to the stony summits of the hills,
where nature will for ever continue to vindicate her rights against
all the encroachments, and all the opulence of man.”
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The history of Halifax is soinseparably connected, in an historical
point of view, with that of the Manor of Wakefield as forming an
extensive part of it, that an enquiry into the history of the one
naturally includes the history of the other.

Of the precise date when the Manor of Wakefield with its
depeundencies, passed from the Crown into the hands of the Earls
Warren, we have no legal evidence. The first William de War-
renne married Gundred, daughter of the Conqueror, with whom,
according to some accounts, he had the Manor of Wakefield, to
which Halifax was an appendage; but thisis improbable, because
in Domesday Book, which was only finished in 1086, about two
years before the Earl’s death, (and after the decease of Gundred,)
this manor with the nine berewicks thereto belonging, are said to
be in the king’s hands. The second earl enjoyed the honor and
possessions of the family nearly fifty years, dyingin 1138. “Between
the years 1091 and 1097, when he was yet young in age and new in
his possessions, the second eart gave the church of Coningsborough
and all its dependencies, and the church of Wakefield, to his father’s
monastery of Lewes, in Sussex. The date of this donation, about
which there has been some misconception, is to be collected from
the names of the witnesses, among whom are three bishops, named
Ralph, Gundulph, and Wakeline. These bishops were contemporary
in their respective sees, only during that interval. The grant is
very extensive, bothin new donations and confirmations of the gifts
of his father :—* In Eborasira vero, dedi eis ecclesiam de Conynge-
burg cum aliis ecclesiis decimis et terris et omnibus suis appendiciis ;
et ecclesiam de Wakfeld cum pert. suis.” In these few words and
simple terms an interest is conveyed, which in these times would
be estimated too low at ten thousand pounds a year.”

The gift of the church of Wakefield plainly shews that Wakefield
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had been granted to the Warrens before the time of Henry I,
A.D.1100; and brings the date of that grant within a narrow
compass. The donor does not specify the alias ecclesias which
went with the churches of Coningsborough and Wakefield but there
is a grant, which MRr. HunTeR attributes to the third earl, (not the
second) in which they are specifically mentioned. This grant I
shall have occasion more fully to refer to, in treating of the advowson,
and under that head I beg to refer the reader, inasmuch as it is
more intimately connected with the ecclesiastical affairs of the Parish.

It is to be observed that all these charters are without date, and
throw little light on the precise period at which the Warren family
became possessed of these advowsons, or the manors to which they
were regardant. WarsoN quotes a MS. by a Mr. Nalson, dated
1665, eatitled ‘Miscellanea, sive Observationes, Collectanew”
where the writer affirms, that the Manor of Wakefield was parcel
of the possessions of the Crown of England, until the grant of
Heory I to Earl Warren, A. D. 1116. “Whence (adds Warson)
this writer got his intelligence I cannot say, but I have met with
nothing to invalidate it.” ‘*Neither indeed have I”’ continues Dxr.
Warraker, In the Warren family these manors remained, until
the death of John, the eighth and last earl, in 1347.

A circumstance occurred during the reign of Edward I, whereby
the spirit of John the seventh earl was put to the test. ‘‘King
Edward standing in need of money devised a newe shift to serve
his tourne”’ as HoLinsHED has expressed it, he issued a proclamation
“ that all suche as heldeany landes or tenementes of hym shuld come
and shewe by what right and title they helde the same, that by suche
meanes their possessions might returne unto him by escheate, as chiefe
lord of the same, and so to be solde or redeemed agayne at his handes.”
This was a cause of much complaint on the part of the people. * Many
were thus called to answere, till at lengthe the lorde John Warren
arle of Surrey, a man greatly beloved of the people, perceyving the
king to have caste his net for a praye, and that there was not one
whyche spake against him determined to stand against those so bitter
and cruell proceedings, and therefore being called afore the justices
aboute this matter, he appeared, and being asked by what right he
helde his lands, he sodenly drawing forth an olde rusty sworde ; by
this instrument [sayd he] doe I hold my landes, and by the same I

E 2
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intende to defend them.” The earl’s answer is put down in the
following expressive manner ;— Produxit in medium, gladium anti-
quum, evaginatum et ait, Ecce Domini mei, ecce meum warrantum !
Antecessores mei vero cum Willielmo bastardo venientes, conquesti
sunt terras suas gladio, et easdem gladio defendam a quocunque eas
occupare volente ; non enim rex terram per se devicit, et subjecit,
sed progenitores nostri fuerunt cum eo participes et coadjutores.”
It has been well observed, that in this unimaginative age when we
are in danger of being deprived of every thing which tends to mark
and individualize the members of the old baronage of England,
attempts have been made to represent this as a mere technicality
of law, and not an effusion of a bold and indignant spirit. But it
was something more than a cool plea, per gladium.

Shortly after this event it appears, from the pleas of assizes and
jurats, at the borough of Scarborough, that this earl was summoned
to answer by what warrant he appropriated to himself as a forest inter
alia, all the divisions of Halifax, Skircote, Ovenden, Haldesworth,
Saltonstall, Miggeley, Wadesworth, Heptonstall, Rowtonstall,
Stansfield, and Langfield ; and by what warrant he refused to permit
the king’s bailiffs to enter his lands to perform their offices, except his
own bailiffs were present? To which the earl answered, that he
claimed gallows at Coningsborough and Wakefield, and the power of
doing what belonged to a gallows in all his lands and fees, and that he
and all his ancestors had used the same from time immemorial ; with
regard to his appropriation of a forest, he claimed no forest in the
aforesaid lands, but that he and his ancestors, had free chace in the
same, from time immemorial, as well in fees as demesne lands, viz.
inter alia, Wakefield, Halifax, Langfield, Miggeley, Skircote,
Saltonstall, Northland, Rishworth, Rastrick, Heptonstall, Hipper-
holme, Ovenden, Haldesworth, Wadsworth, Rowtonstall, Stansfield,
Northowram, and Shibden. He also claimed to have free warren
as well in his fees as in demesne lands, which he had of ancient
tenure, viz. the same lands, and that King Henry III. granted to him
free warren in all his demesne lands, which he then had or which
he should acquire. Besides all these manors, it appears from Kirby's
" inquest, in this king’s reign, that the earl was possessed (as chief
lord) inter alia, of Fixby, Sowerby, and Warley.

King Edward I. gave his grand-daughter Joan de Barr, in marriage
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to the eighth earl. The marriage was issueless, and not a happy one,
both parties sued for a divorce, but the law of the church was uncom-
promising ; she was alive in the year of the earl’s death, when, under
the title of Countess of Surrey, she presented a clerk to one of the
Warren’s churches; so that it is probable there is no pretence for
naming any second wife; Isabel de Houland standing, we may
presume, in the same relation to him with Maud de Neirford, who
produced him a numerous offspring. In all that relates to the
marriages real or supposed, and issue of this Earl, observes Mg.
HuxTer, Mr. Watson’s book, which was written to support an
hypothesis must be read with great caution. One intrigue of
this earl produced consequences which threatened for a time a
premature separation of Wakefield from the possessions of the house
of Warren.

““The northern border of the lands in Yorkshire, forming the
Warren fee, touched in a great extent of its course on the fee of the
Laci’s, Lords of Pontefract. Disputes seem to have from time totime
arisen between these great chiefs ; and in the year 1268, it appears
that, in a dispute about a pasture, the Warrens and Lacis had armed
each their retainers, and prepared for one of those lawless encounters,
of which there are several instances in our baronial history, but were
prevented by the king. Alice de Laci, the heiress of Pontefract, was
of about the same age with the eighth Earl of Warren. She was given
in marriage to Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, grandson to Henry III.,
who lived for the most part at her castle of Pontefract. This lady,
on the Monday before Ascension day, a. p. 1317, was carried off
by violence, to a castle of the Earl of Warren, at Riegate, in Surrey.
There was much mystery in this affair at the time, and much scandal.
Certain it is, she was divorced by her husband, and the Earl of
Lancaster proceeded to avenge himself by laying siege to the castles
in Yorkshire, belonging to the Earl of Warren. But the king com-
manded he should cease from doing so; and further it is certain, that
when in 1318, the Earl of Lancaster engaged to pardon every one all
trespasses and felonies done against him, he made an exception of
the trespasses and felonies of the Earl of Warren. In the same year,
1318, the Earl of Lancaster, who was then in the plenitude of his
power, took from the Earl of Warren a grant of his Manor of Wake-
field, for the life of the Earl of Warren, if a make peace it must be
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allowed a noble one. The Earl of Lancaster also obtained Conings-
borough, thus banishing his rival entirely from the North. In 1322,
the discontents of the Earl of Lancaster drove him into open rebellion.
Amongst others to whom the king’'s warrant issued, to pursue and
take the earl, was the Earl of Warren, who was among the peers
present in the castle of Pontefract, when sentence of death was
passed on the Earl of Lancaster, and he was led forth to execution.
On his death these lands escheated to the Crown, nor did the Earl
of Warren recover possession till some years afterwards. In the lst
Edward III. 1327, a warrant was issued to the king’s escheator,
north of the Trent, not to meddle with the castles of Sandal or
Coningsborough, and the Manors of Wakefield, Sowerby, &c. to
which the Earl of Warren laid claim, they being by consent of
the said Earl, and of Henry Earl of Lancaster, who was brother of
Earl Thomas, and his next heir, to remain in the king’s hands, to
be delivered to the said Henry. The grant of his Yorkshire Lands
to the Earl of Lancaster had been made by the Earl of Warren only
for his own life ; indeed he only possessed a life interest at the time
of the grant, for a little before he had settled the remainder after
his own decease on certain parties who must now be mentioned.
 Estranged from his wife, the Earl took to his bed Maud de
Neirford, a lady of a family of rank in the County of Norfolk. By
her he had two sons, John and Thomas de Warren, and on these
sons it was the desire and design of the Earl, that Wakefield, and
his other property North of the Trent, should descend. For this
purpose he conveyed to the king, by charter dated on the Thursday
next after the first of St. Peter and St. Paul, in 9th Edward II. 1316,
inter alia “‘castra et villas meas de Coningsburgh et Sandal; et
maneria mea de Wakefield, Hatfield, Thorne, Sowerby, Braithwell,
Fishlake, Dewsbury, et Halifax;” and on the fourth of August
following, the king by charter, tested at Lincoln, made a regrant
of the same lands to the Earl for life, remainder to Maud de Neirford
for life, remainder to John de Warren and the heirs male of his
body, remainder to Thomes de Warren and the heirs male of his
body, (both sons by the said Maud,) remainder to the heirs of the
. body of the said Earl, lawfully to be begotten, and in default of such
issue, to revert to the king; this disposition however did not take
effeot. Maud, and her two sons, died without iesue in the life time
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of the Earl, on which account, says Warson, ‘“he married Isabel
de Houland, and previous to this marriage the king seems to have
been prevailed upon to secure to the said Isabel, what before had
been settled upon Maud.” This Earl died a. p. 1347.

As a difference of opinion seems to exist, whether this Isabel de
Houland was ever Countess of Warren, I have introduced an
interesting extract from the Earl’s will; “jeo devys a Isabel de
Houland ma compaigne mon avel d’or oue le bonne ruby.” The
precise form of the word compaigne, observes Mr. Hu~TEg, as applied
to Isabel de Houland, is not apparent. Joan de Barr, was beyond
question then alive, and hearing the title of Countess of Surrey, but it
is thought by many that the marriage was dissolved, and that Isabel
was in truth his wife, a relation which was expressed by the word
compaigse, of which we have a proof in the will of Richard Fitz Allen,
Earl of Arundel and Surrey, nephew to the Earl of Warren, who
desired to be buried in the priory of Lewes, “pres de la tombe de ma
treschere compaigne Alianore de Lancestre.” 'WaTson also says she
is found in the court rolls of Wakefield, after the Earl’s decease, as
Isabel, Countess of Warren. At her death which happened a. . 1359,
(38 Edward III,) the Manor with its dependencies again reverted to
the Crown in the person of Edward III. Iamat a loss how to reconcile
this statement of Warson that the king seems to have been pre-
vailed upon to secure to Isabel what had before been settled wpon
Maud’’ with the fact, that on the 6th of August 1347, only thirty
seven days after the death of the Earl, a royal patent was signed at
Reading, ‘‘per manus Lionelli filii nostri carissimi custodis Angliee”
(the king being then in France) by which, “ omnia castra, maneria
villas, terras, et tenementa cum pert. que fuerunt Johannis de
Warrenna nuper comitis Surr. in partibus ultra Trentam, et que
occasione mortis ejusdem comitis in manu nostra existunt” were
settled on Edmund of Langley, a younger son of the king, and heirs
male of his body, with remainder to John of Gaunt, and Lionel of
Antwerp, and their heirs male respectively, remainder to the crown.
‘This grant was confirmed by Parliament, but Edmund not being
more than six years of age, his mother queen Phillipa, was allowed
to receive the profits for the education of this and her other younger
children. Edmund had been created by his father, Earl of Cam-
bridge, but in the 9th Richard II, he was advanced to the title of
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Duke of York. He died 1st August, 3rd Henry IV., 1402, seised
inter alia of the Manor of Sowerby, and the Lordship or Manor of
Wakefield, of which Halifax was a parcel, leaving Edward, Earl of
Rutland, his eldest son and heir, aged twenty-six years, who, on
his father’s death, became Duke of York.

This Edward, Duke of York, accompanied Henry V. in his great
expedition to France, and lost his life at the battle of Agincourt,
leaving a widow, Phillipa Mohun, daughter of the Lord Mohun, of
Dunster, sans issue; from whose will, dated 1430, it appears she
held the Manor of Sowerby, inter alia, in dower. The duke dying
without issue, his honors and estates descended to his nephew
Richard, of Coningsborough, as he was usually called, after the
fashion of the Plantagenets naming themselves from the places of
their birth, the younger of the two sons of his brother Edmund, of
Langley, who is usually called Earl of Cambridge. He married
Anne Mortimer, the daughter of Roger, Earl of March, and Phil-
lipa, the daughter and heiress of Lionel, Duke of Clarence. This
marriage brought the claim to the crown to the House of York ; for
her brother Edraund Mortimer, the last of the Mortimers, Earls of
March, died without leaving issue, but not till after the death of Anne,
so that she is not, in strict propriety, called the heiress of Lionel,
Duke of Clarence. In herissue, however, the rights of Lionel inhered
entire. Richard appears not to have been insensible to the wrong
which was done to the house of Mortimer, by the accession of Henry
IV. to the throne. A little before King Henry the V. left England,
to prosecute his war in France, this Richard was engaged in areal or
supposed conspiracy, and was attainted. The treason alledged in the
act of attainder was, conspiring to lead his brother in law Edmund,
Earl of March, to the borders of Wales, and there proclaim him king ;
and countenancing the imposture of Thomas de Trumpington, de
Scotid ideotam, who personated King Richard II. The Earl was be-
headed 3rd HenryV. 1415, leaving issue a son Richard, Duke of York,
by Anne Mortimer, who died sorge time before her husband. There
being no issue of Edmund, Earl of March, at his death, his nephew
Richard was his undoubted heir, and the equally undoubted heir to
the rights of Lionel’s posterity. A long period elapsed before he
ventured to assert them. Richard of Coningsborough after the death
of Anne Mortimer, married a second wife, who survived him; and
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died A. ». 1446, and on her death Richard Duke of York entered
into possession of the Manor. He married Cecily Nevil a daughter
of the Earl of Westmoreland by whom he had issue. The Duke did
not forget the right which had descended to him from his mother,
and he gave indications of his aspiring disposition before his conduct
ceased to be equivocal. The issuc of the struggle is well known ;
he lost his life in the encounter between the houses of York and
Lancaster, at Wakefield. The spirit and object of the father de-
scended to his son, the Earl of March. In the year after his father’s
death, was fought the great battle of Towton, in which the fortunes
of the house of York prevailed, and the Earl became seated on the
throne as king Edward IV. .

The Lords of the Manor of Wakefield thus became kings of
England. On the marriage of Henry VII, with Elizabeth of York,
the ancient rivalry of the white and red rose became extinguished,
and there being no probability of the right of succession of the issue
being questioned, the whole of what had been settled upon Edmund
of Langley was declared to be resumed and for ever annexed to the
crown * This was done in Parliament, 2nd Henry VII, and the
Manor continued parcel of the royal possessions until the year 1554
the time of the marriage of king Philip and queen Mary, when as
it is said, it was united to the Duchy of Lancaster.

In the reign of Charles I. the Manor was granted to Henry, Earl
of Holland, who was beheaded 1649 by a sentence of the high court of
justice, for attempting the restoration of Charles II. It subsequently
passed into the family of Rich, Earl of Warwick. Robert, the first
Earl gave it as part of the marriage portion of Penelope his daughter,
to Sir Gervase Clifton, Bart., who sold the Manor to Sir C. Clap-
ham, about the year 1663. The heirs of Sir C. Clapham sold it to
Peregrine, the third Duke of Leeds from whom it has descended to
George William Frederick, Duke of Leeds, its present most noble
possessor.

The most accurate Villare of this district which has ever been
exhibited is an inquisition of survey for the honor or lordship of
Woakefield which was taken in the 19th Elizabeth, a. p. 1577. It
derives an additional value from having preserved the names of
several hamlets of which the names have since become obsolete ;

* Hunter's South Yorkshire, vol. 1. p. 113.
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and being compared with the Domesday Survey of the same district,
will shew in how large a proportion the villare of that tract had
been extended between the eleventh century and sixteenth. The
following extract relates to the district within this Parish. In this
Survey it is remarkable, that the rectories of Wakefield, Dewsbury,
Kirkburton, and Lewes, (Halifax) were considered as Manors ; and
as they were vested in the crown on the dissolution of the religious
houses to which they had been appropriated, they are very distinctly
stated as holden of the crown in capite, not as of the Duchy of
Lancaster, and parcel of the possessions of Earls Warren, though
originally granted by them.

Langfield, like the othér members of this great fee, was origi-
nally parcel of the possessions of the Earls Warren, but having
been granted out and forfeited by the mesne lord, Sir Stephen
Hamerton, it was not considered as a portion of those estates, though
all of them were vested in the crown and members of the duchy of
Lancaster—but as immediately in the Queen'’s hands.

The places marked v. are townships and those marked with the
letter B. or not marked, are hamlets, the word pars, with a con-
necting mark, denotes two places constituting an hamlet together.
Under whatever tenure they were held, whether of the crown in
capite, or as of the Duchy of Lancaster, all owed suit and service at
the great leet of Wakefield.

Inter alia. . 7
v Halifax
v Skercoate
v

Infr. Dnum & Man. de Wakefield & Dna
v Hopperholme Reg. est cap. Dn"a jure Dnii de Wake-
v Northowram field quondam parcel. possession. Co-
Shipden mitum Warren. Except maner. de
}p ~  Halifax cu’ Heptonstall modo in te-

Horley Green
v Brighouse nura Rob’t Waterhouse & tent. de
v Ovenden Dn"a Regina in Cap. & nuper erant
Misenden parcel. terr. & poss. nuper Priorat. de
v Warley Lewis in Com. Sussex.

Saltonstall
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v Midgeley 7
v Heptonstall
Wadsworth cum
n Shackleton et ‘
Weddophead Ut supra.  Qumondain parcel terr. &
v Erningden alias possess. Comitum Warren. Except
Aringden maner. de Halifax & Heptonstall—
v Sourby necnon terr. & ten. vocat. Erenden
1 Soyland tent. dedict. Regina in Cap. & certas
v Stansfield >  terras. & ten. vocat. vill. de Langfield
v Blackshaw in Man. Dne Regine per attincturam.
v Rowtenstall Stephi Hamerton mil. Que quidem
v Rishworth and terr. & tenementa quovis alio modo
v Norland de Regina teneantur adhuc sunt infra
v Langfield visum Dnii pradict.
v Rastricke cum
8 Toothill
v Fixby
v Barkisland J
Inter alia.
v Golkar cum Ut supra. Parcel possm. Comit. Warren.
Old Lindley

In this inquisition is no mention of the Graveships, but in the
7th James, there is specified the Graveship, (ister alia) of Soyland
quarter.

The last authentic Villare of this distriet comprises above one
hundred and fifty places within this Parish, all owing suit and service
at the great leet.

This manor may be divided into three branches, distinguished by
the npames of Wakefield Branch, Holmfirth Branch, and Halifax
Branch.

The Halifax Branch is disjoined from the other branches by the
Honor of Pontefract. The most eastern part is about two miles from
Wakefield Branch, and commences at Hartishead, extending thence
Westward to the County of Lancaster, about twenty-three miles.
It is bounded by High-town, Robert-town, and Mirfield, to the East;
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Kirkheaton, Bradley, Huddersfield, Lockwood, South Crossland,
and Slaithwaite, to the South ; Marsden and the County of Lancaster,
to the West; Haworth, Thornton, Clayton, North Bierley, Wike
and Scholes, to the North.

The Lord of the Manor has the return of all writs within his
liberty, the direction being *“To the Lord of the Manor of Wakefield,
and his deputies.” There is a gaol for the imprisonment of debtors,
appertaining to the Manor, kept at Halifax.

The Court Baron which is held at the Moot-hall in Wakefield,
holds plea for recovery of debts under £5, and in matters of replevin.
The jurisdiction of the Court was extended by an act of the 17th
George III, c. 15. The rolls relating to the copyhold estates holden
of the manor and manorial records, are kept at the rolls office, in
Wakefield, in the custody of the deputy steward.

Within the Manor are holden four courts leet, or sheriff-turns,
viz. at Wakefield, Halifax, Brighouse, and Holmfirth.

Under the leet at Halifax are the following Constableries :—

HALIFAX STANSFIELD
SOWERBY RISHWORTH CUM
SKIRCOAT NORLAND
OVENDEN LANGFIELD
WARLEY HEPTONSTALL
WADSWORTH ERRINGDEN
MIDGLEY.

Under the leet at Brighouse ;

NORTHOWRAM DALTON

SHELF FIXBY
HIPPERHOLME CUM STAINLAND
BRIGHOUSE BARKISLAND
RASTRICK HARTISHEAD CUM
QUARMBY CLIFTON

Indeed the whole of this extensive Parish with the exception of

the townships of Elland-cum-Greetland and Southowram is included
within the Manor.
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The exact period of time when the jurisdiction anciently exer-
cised by the Lords of the Manor of Wakefield, namely, the jus
ferce was first called into operation within this Manor is involved
in great obscurity. It does not appear that any other mode of
punishment than that of decapitation was ever resorted to at this
place. The word gibbet is of doubtful derivation; it is said to be
a French word as well as an English one, and a French author
declares himself uncertain whether the French borrowed it from the
English, or the English from the French. A MS. note in my pos-
session informs me that this mode of punishment was not unknown
to the ancients, and was considered by them as a mark of the
grossest infamy. That the term was known in thie country as early
as the year 1223 is certain ; thus the king orders Gibbetum grandem
preparari ! where the Gibbet meant what is now called a gallows,
or the machine made use of for suspending a criminal in chains.
As modern legislation has happily discarded from our Statute book
the use of this Instrument, and as the interest and pleasure to be
derived from an extended enquiry as to its antiquity, is, after all,
rather of a doubttul nature, putting out of the question the value
of the information to be ultimately derived from an enlarged dis-
cussion, I shall proceed at once to the custom of the place.

As the jus furce at Wakefield was actually claimed by the Earls
Warren, in their returns to quo warrantos, and never claimed for
Halifax. “I think,” says Dr. WaITAKER, ‘‘ the consequence is that
the custom did not commence here till a later period, perhaps not
till the general introduction of the Woollen Manufactory rendered
a special protection necessary for that species of property.” The
History of Halifax, published by Bentley, 1712, in “a true account
of their antient and customary Gibbet Law; and their particular
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form of trying and executing criminals, the like not used in any
other place in Great Britain,” sets forth that the inhabitants within
the forest of Hardwick, claimed a custom from time immemorial,
“that if a felon be taken within their liberty, with goods stolen out
or within the liberty or precincts of the said forest, either hand
habend, backberand, or confessand, cloth or any other commodity
of the value of thirteen pence halfpenny, that he should, after three
markets or meeting days within the town of Halifax, next after such
his apprehension, and being condemned, be tuken to the Gibbet,
and there have his head cut off from his body.” These liberties had
their beginning on the West, from the boundaries of Yorkshire and
Lancashire. On the East, Salterhebble Brook as the same runneth
from Illingworth to the river Calder. Onthe North, they bordered
on the vicarage of Bradford. And on the South, on the rivers of
Riburn and Calder, and contained within their circuit the townships
and hamlets of Halifax, Ovenden, Illingworth, Mixenden, Brad-
shaw, Skircoat, Warley, Sowerby, Rishworth, Luddenden, Midg-
ley, Erringden, Heptonstall, Rawtonstall, Stansfield, Cross Stone,
Langfield, and Wadsworth. The Lord Bailiff of Halifax, was
called the Sheriff of Sowerbyshire, and in the execution of crimi-
nals acted as Sheriff.

When an accused person was apprehended he was forthwith
brought to the bailiff, who, by virtue of his authority, kept a common
jail in the town, had the custody of the axe, and was the executioner.
On receipt of the prisoner, the bailiff issued out his summons to the
constables of four several towns within the aforesaid precincts, to
require four Frith-burghers within each town to appear before him
on a certain day, to examine into the truth of the charge laid against
the prisoner; at the time of appearance, the accuser and the accused
were brought before the jurors, face to face, and the thing stolen
produced to view; and they acquitted or condemned, according to the
evidence, without any oath being administered.

Bishop Hall, in his Satires, insinuates, that among the jurors of
this court integrity was something like an exception to a general
rule. .
“Or some more straight-laced juror of the rest,
Impanelled on a Holy-fax Inquest.”

If the party accused was acquitted, he was directly set at liberty
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on payment of his fees; if condemned, he was exeeuted forthwith,
provided it was the principal market day, if not, he was kept till
then, in order to strike the greater terror into the neighbourhoed,
and in the mean time set in the stocks, on the lesser meeting days,
with the stolen goods on his back if portable, ifnot, before his face.
The party from whom the goods were stolen was not allowed to
compound the felony, but was bound te bring the prisoner with
what he had taken, to the chief bailiff at Halifax, and prosecute
the thief according to ancient custom ; otherwise the goods became
forfeited to the lord of the manor.

After every execution, it appears to have been the custom for
one of the corencrs for the county to repair to the town of Halifax,
and there summon a jury of twelve men before him, (sometimes the
same persons who condemned the felon,) and administer an oath to
them, to give in a true verdict relating to the felony for which the
said felon was executed, to the intent that a record might be made
thereof in the erown-office, “*which gracious and sage proceedings
of the coroner in that matter, ought,” (as the author of the book
alluded to, most sagaciously observes) * one would think, to abate
in all considering minds, that edge of acrimony which hath provoked
malicious and prejudiced persons to debase this laudable and
necessary custom.” A mode of proceeding very highly satisfactory
to the poor criminal.

The proceedings at the trials of the last malefactors who suffered
at this Gibbet, are fortunately preserved in Bemtley’s Book, and
are intitled :—

A true and impartial narrative of the trials of Abraham Wilkinson,
Jokn Wilkinson, and Anthony Mitchell, for felony, by them com-
mitted within the forest of Hardwick and liberty of Halifax.

““About the latter end of April, 1650, Abraham Wilkinson
John Wilkinson, and Antheny Mitchel, were apprehended within
the manor of Wakefield, and liberties of Halifax, for divers felo-
nious practices, and brought into the custody of the chief bailiff
there, to have their trials for the same, according to the custom of
the forest of Hardwick, at the complaint, and prosecution of Samuel
Colbeck, of Warley, and John Fielden, of Stansfield, both within the
liberty of Halifax, and John Cusforth, of Durker, in the parish of

-
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Sandal, within the manor of Wakefield; on which, the bailiff did
forthwith issue out his summons to the several constables of Halifax,
Sowerby, Warley, and Skircoat, requiring that without fail they
should make their appearance, with each of them four men of the
most antient, intelligent, and the best ability, within their several
constableries, at his house in Halifax, on the 27th day of April, 1650,
to hear, examine, and determine the several cases between the said
prosecutors and felons. Accordingly those who attended were

For Halifax. For Sowerby.
JAMES HOLLAND. FRANCIS PRIESTLEY.
RICHARD NICOLLS. HENRY RILEY.

ISAAC HOOKER. JAMES DOBSON.
JOHN EXLEY. JOSEPH PRIESTLRY.
For Warley. For Skircoat.

JOHN RIALLS. JAMES WHITAKER.

MICHAEL WOOD, JAMES ELLISON.

JOHN HOLDSWORTH. ANTHONY WATERHOUSE.

HENRY MIRRIEL. THOMAS GILL.

These being impanelled by the bailiff in a convenient room in his
house according unto custom, and the prosecutors and felons being
brought face to face before them, and the stolen goods there, to be
viewed and apprized, the said bailiff thus opened to them the occasion
of their summons :

* Neighbors and friends,

“ You are summoned hither and impanelled according to the antient
custom of the forest of Hardwick, and by virtue thereof, you are
required to make diligent search and inquiry into such complaints
as are brought against the felons, concerning the goods that are
set before you, and to make such just, equitable, and faithful
determination betwixt party and party, as you will answer it
between God and your own consciences.

‘ After this, the several informations were brought in, and
alledged against them, as follows :
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*“The information of Samuel Colbeck, of Warley.

“This informant saith, and affirmeth, that upon Tuesday the
17th of April, 1650, he had feloniously taken off from his tenters,
by Abraham Wilkinson, John Wilkinson, and Anthony Mitchell,
sixteen yards of russet-coloured kersey, part of which cloth you have
here before you, and of which you are to inquire of its worth and
value, and take their confession here before you.

The information of John Cusforth, of Durker, in Sandal
parish.

*This informant saith, and affirmeth, that Abraham Wilkinson
and Anthony Mitchell, did feloniously take off from Durker Green,
the 17th day of April, 1650, at night, one black colt, which colt,
as well as the prisoners, are here presented before you; and also at
the same time, one other grey colt belonging to Paul Johnson, of
Durker, was feloniously taken by these men from off Durker Green,
and is here produced to your view.

“The information of John Fielden, of Stansficld.

*“This informant saith, and doth affirm, that he had one whole
kersey piece feloniously taken from the tenters at Brerely Hall, by
Abraham Wilkinson, about Christmas last, which he the said John
Fielden hath found in the hands of Thomas Brown, baliliff, in
Wakefield, six yards of which kersey being dyed cinnamon color,
and eight yards thereof white, and frized for blankets ; which dyed
piece he affirms that Isaac Gibson’s wife, of Wakefield, did affirm
to the said Fielden, that Abraham Wilkinson did deliver unto her :
also William Ellison’s wife doth affirm the same ; and John Roberts
doth affirm that he knoweth the man, and his name to be Abraham
Wilkinson.

“These three informations being thus given in, Abraham Wil-
kinson, accused by Fielden, alleged in his own defence that he did
not confess the aforesaid piece unto Gibson’s wife, but was present
when Jobn Spencer, a soldier, in Chesterfield, did deliver the said
piece unto Gibeon'’s wife. On this point some debates arising among
the jurymen, they, as customary in such cases, adjourned to the
30th day of April, when being again assembled in like manner, at
the same place, after a full examination, and hearing of the whole
matter, with united consent, gave in their verdict in writing in
these words :

F
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“An inquisition, taken at Halifax, the 27th and 30th days of
April, 1650, upon certain informations hereunto annexed.

“To the complaint of Samuel Colbeck, &c. we whose names are
hereunto subscribed, being summoned and impanelled according
to antient custom, do find by the confession of Abraham Wilkinson,
of Sowerby, within the liberty of Halifax, being apprehended and
taken, that he the said Abraham Wilkinson took the cloth in the
information mentioned, with the assistance of his brother John
Wilkinson, from the tenter of Samuel Colbeck, in Warley, being
sixteen yards of russet colored kersey, nine yards, at the least,
thereof, being brought before us, with the prisoner, the said Samuel
Colbeck doth affirm to be his own cloth, and part of the sixteen
yards aforesaid, and is so confessed to be by the prisoner, which
nine yards we do value and apprize to be worth nine shillings at
the least.

“ To the complaint and information of John Cusworth, &c. we
the aforesaid impanelled jury do find, by the free confession .of
Anthony Mitchell, that John Wilkinson did take the black colt of
John Cusworth’s, from Durker-Green, and that himself and Abraham
Wilkinson were there present at the same time ; and also that Anthony
Mitchell himself did sell the aforesaid colt to Simeon Helliwell, near
Hepton-Brigg, for forty-eight shillings, whereof he received in
part twenty-seven shillings; and we do apprize and value the same
colt to be worth forty-eight shillings. Likewise we do find by the
confession of the aforesaid Anthony Mitchell, that Abraham Wil-
kinson did take the grey colt of Paul Johnson’s, from off Durker-
Green aforesaid; and that John Wilkinson was with his brother
Abraham Wilkinson when he took him, and that the said Anthony
Mitchell was by, and present, when Abraham did stay, and bridle
the grey colt: Also he confesseth, that himself and John Wilkinson
did leave the said colt with George Harrison, of Norland, which
colt we have seen, and do value and apprize him at three pounds.

** The determinate sentence.

* The prisoners, that is to say, Abraham Wilkinson and Anthony
Mitchell, being apprehended within the liberty of Halifax, and
brought before us, with nine yards of cloth as aforesaid, and the
two colts above mentioned; which cloth we apprized to nine
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shillings, and the black colt to forty-eight shillings, and the grey
colt to three pounds: All which aforesaid being feloniously taken
from the above-said persons, and found with the said prisoners; by
the antient custom, and liberty of Halifax, whereof the memory of
man is not to the contrary, the said Abraham Wilkinson, and
Anthony Mitchell, are to suffer death, by having their heads
severed, and cut off from their bodies, at Halifax Gibbet; unto
which verdict we subscribe our names the thirtieth of April, one
thousand six hundred and fifty. James Holland, &c.”

« After this, the said Abraham Wilkinson and Anthony Mitchell
were, the same day, (‘because it was Saturday, or the great market,)
conducted to the said gibbet, and there executed in the usual form.
These felons were the last who suffered by this mode of punishment.

I am at a loss how to reconcile this fact with what Bentley says.
“ As touching the manner of the felon’s death, you’ll find great
kindness and christian compassion to be discovered. In that he
hath six days allowed him after his condemnation to prepare himself
by the best means he can devise, or shall make choice of, to fit and
prepare himself for his latter end religiously and devoutly, as being
well assured that his death is unavoidable.” But I have taken the
account as I find it.

This peculiar and humane mode of punishment, was probably

introduced by the great Norman Barons out of their own country,

where it had lately been made the instrument of the most compen-
dious and expeditious massacres that ever disgraced the forms of
justice. It may be traced as appurtenant to the right of outfangtheof
and infangtheof in the domains of the Lacies, both in Cheshire and
Lancashire. In the laws of Edward the Confessor, which William
the Bastard afterwards confirmed, the 21st chapter is entitled, * De
Baronibus qui suas habent curias, et consuetudines,” and therein is
express mention made of infangtheof, which in chapter 26th is thus
explained, * Justitia cognoscentis latronis sua est, de homine suo, si
captus fuerit super terram suam.” Here is nothing said *de
homine extraneo,” or such as did not belong to the manor, whom
the lord had power to execute, by the privilege of outfangtheof, if
taken as a thief within his manor, let the robbery have been com-
mitted where it would. This power, however, was certainly exer-
cised at Halifax, as appears, amongst other instances, from the
F2
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following entries in the register there: * Quidam extraneus
capitalem subiit sententiam, 1° die Jan. 1542”—* Richard Sharpe,
and John Learoyd, beheaded the 5th day of March, 1568, fora
robbery done in Lancashire.”

“Our early text writers are not agreed as to the power of
infangtheof, and outfangtheof; the truth is what Spelman has
asserted, ¢ certissima interpretatio a locorum usu petitur.” The
proof of certain facts appears to have been essentially necessary,
before a felon was condemned to suffer.

““ 1st. He was to be taken within the liberty; and it appears
that if he escaped out of the liberty, even after condemnation, he
could not be brought back to be executed ; but if ever he returned
into it again, and was taken, he was sure to suffer; as was the
case with one Lacy, who, after his escape, lived seven years out of
the liberty, but returning, was beheaded on his former verdict,
A.D. 1623. This man was not so wise as one Dinnis, who having
been condemned to die, escaped out of the liberty on the day
destined for his execution, (which might be done by running about
five hundred yards) and never returned again; meeting several
people, they asked him if Dinnis was not to be beheaded that day ;
his answer was, “I trow not;”’ which having some humour in it,
became a proverbial saying amongst the inhabitants, who to this
day use the expression, “I trow not, quoth Dinnis.”

«2dly. The fact was to be proved in the clearest manner; the
offender was to be taken either handhabend, or backberand, having
the stolen goods either in his hand, or bearing them on his back,
or lastly confessand, confessing that he took them. This is what
writers have called by the name of furtum manifestum, answering
to the Open Dypb in the 61st chapter of the laws of the Danish
King Cnute, which is there said to be a crime not to be atoned
for ; and perhaps the bad opinion which our ancestors had of this
offence, might give rise to the Baron’s power of punishing it; for
nothing surely could more effectually deter from the practice, than
to take off the offenders without much trouble, or expence to the
prosecutors, in this public, summary way, without a possibility of
either pardon, or reprieve, if they were found guilty. It is worth
remarking, that neither of the last executed criminals were taken
either handhabend, or backberand, but that both were convicted on
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their own confession ; and it scems that John Wilkinson escaped,
merely by not confessing; for Anthony Mitchell charged him
directly with stealing the black colt; and Abraham Wilkinson,
with assisting him to rob the tenter of Samuel Colbeck. Does it not
therefore follow, that the two others might likewise have saved
their lives, had they used the same precaution? But if so, there
was a great defect in this mode of proceeding, for unless a man
was taken with stolen goods in his actual, and immediate possession,
(which would very seldom be the case) his silence was sure to bring
him off, and the person injured had no farther redress; for it is to
be presumed that the criminal could not be again arraigned for the
same offence in the king’s court. There is a mistake in the register
book at Halifax, which has John Wilkinson beheaded, instead of
Abraham; for if this be right, then Abraham Wilkinson was
acquitted, though he confessed that he stole the cloth, and John
was executed merely on the information of the two others, which
is directly subversive of the very foundation on which this custom
is said to stand.”

The expression in the determinate sentence, * that the two colts,
and cloth were found with the prisoners,” appears foreign to the
purpose, if the nature of this privilege is rightly handed down to
us; for they were not found with them either handhabend, or back-
berand ; neither could they have been found guilty from the manner
of the discovery, for if they eould, John Wilkinson must also have
suffered with them.

«8dly. The value of the goods stolen must amount to thirteen
pence halfpenny, or more; (and if at the judgment of the jury, it
be but at the utmost value worth thirteen pence halfpenny, and no
more, or of less value, by this custom they are to acquit the felon,
and he shall not die for it.) The opinions about this, however, have
differed, some fixing the value at thirteen pence; others that it
was to exceed thirteen pence halfpenny. De. Grey, in his notes
on Hudibras, vol. ii. p. 288, seems to think that thirteen pence
halfpenny may have been called hangman’s wages, in allusion to
the Halifax law; if so, might not the Scotch mark, which was
made current in England, in the reign of King James I. for
thirteen pence halfpenny, have been made the standard value for
convicting capitally at this place, and this piece, or the valuc of it
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be the usual gratuity to the executioner? Nothing renders this
improbable, but that the custom must then have undergone an
alteration, without its being known by what authority ; but it will
be shewn by and by, that it has undergone a greater change than
this.

* 4thly. The accused person was, after three markets, or meeting
days, within the town of Halifax, next after such his apprehension,
and being condemned, to be taken to the gibbet. This is not very
clearly expressed, but the meaning is, doubtless, that after he was
delivered to the bailiff, no time was to be lost in proceeding to his
trial, for the said bailiff was immediately to send his summons for
the speedy bringing in of those who were to try him, which might
be effected in two or three days; his execution, if he was found
guilty, depended on the day when the sentence was passed, for he
was not to be beheaded but on a Saturday, which was the great
meeting ; thus if he was convicted on a Monday, he would be kept
three market days; if on a Saturday, he would, as®*some have
asserted, be led directly to the block. This was the case of the
two last malefactors, who were condemned, and executed the same
day.

* 5thly. When brought to the gibbet, he was to have his head
cut off from his body. This gibbet stood a little way out of the
town, towards the West end, on an ascent still distinguished by the
name of the Gibbet Hill, and which at that time formed the princi-
pal Western entrance to the town; where, to this day, is to be
seen a square platform of earth, considerably raised above the level
of the road, walled about, and ascended by a flight of stome
steps; on the summit of this hill were placed two upright pieces of
timber, five yards in height, joined at the top by a transverse beam ;
within these was a square block of wood, which Harrisow, in his
Description of England, vol.i. p. 185. Lond. 1587, says, was of
the length of four feet and a half, which rose up and down, between
the said uprights, by means of grooves cut for that purpose ; to the
lower end of this sliding block an iron axe was fastened, which is
yet to be seen at the jail in Halifax ; its weight is seven pounds

twelve ounces ; its length ten inches and a half ; it is seven inches
broad at the top, and very near nine at the bottom ; its centre is
about seven inches and a half; at the top are two holes made to
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fasten it to the block above mentioned. The axe thus fixed was
drawn up to the top by means of a cord and pulley, and at the end
of the cord was a pin, which being fixed either to the side of the
scaffold, or some part below, kept it suspended, till either by pulling
out the pin, or cutting the cord, it was suffered to fall, and the
criminal’s head was instantly separated from his body. This pro-
ceeding has been differently related. Harrison tells us, that every
man present took hold of the rope, or put forth his arm as near to
it as he could, in token that he was willing to see true justice
executed, and that the pin was pulled out in this manner; but if
the offender was apprehended for stealing an ox, sheep, horse, &c.
the end of the rope was fastened to the beast, which being driven,
pulled out the pin.”’*

TavLog, in his book before alluded to, asserts, that the line was
cut, and that no man might cut it but the owner of the stolen
goods, which if he did, he had all again; but if he would not cut
it, he lost*all; the goods were employed to some charitable uses,
and the thief escaped. Cambpen says, if the execution was not
dore by a beast, the bailiff, or his servant, cut the rope; this last
in all probability, was the fact, and is so represented in Bentley’s
account. The time of the execution was known by the jurors
(if they could properly be so called who were not sworn) holding
up one of their hands; for it seems they were under the necessity
of being present at the execution of those whom they had found
guilty, doubtless to give it the greater appearance of justice, and
accordingly, ° the bailiff, jurors, and the minister chosen by the
prisoner, were always on the scaffold with him.” WgrienT adds,
* that the fourth psalm was played round the scaffold, on the bag-
pipes; after which, the minister prayed with him a while, till he
underwent the fatal stroke.”

* Wright, in an extract from a work entitled “a Tour tiough the whole Island of
Great Britain,” has a story * of a countrywoman who was riding by the Gibbet, on her
hampers to the market, just at the execution of a criminal, when the axe chopt his neck
through with such force, that the head jumpt into one of her hampers, or (as others say)
seized her apron with the teeth, and there stuck for some time.’ It is useless employing
words about this affair, but the circumstance may serve to shew with what apathy the
country people regarded this mode of punishment; their minds were evidently hardened
by such exhibitions, and the fact developes the inadequacy of such awful administrations
of justice to produce that proper moral, and salutary effect which might have been antici-
pated ;—such , Oft re d, ap to harden, rether than soften—to stupify, rather
than awaken the unllNliﬁu of man's y nature.
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*“ Having now completed the circumstantial account of this curious
custom, it is time, says WaTson, to enquire how long it may have
been exercised.

*“In Domesday-book, the manor of Halifax (with several others
in that neighbourhood) is put down, though not expressly by that
name, as having been part of the demesne lands of king Edward,
but at the making of that survey, in the hands of the crown; pro-
bably therefore nothing of this sort was exercised then, nor till the
manor of Wakefield (of which this was part) was bestowed on Earl
Warren ; for in the reign of king Edward I. at the pleas of assizes
and jurats at the borough of Scarborough, John, the 7th Earl, in
answer to a writ of Quo warranto, said that he claimed gallows at
Coningsborough, and Wakefield, and the power of doing what
belonged to a gallows in all his lands and fees, and that he, and all
his ancestors, had used the same from time immemorial ; to which
it was answered, on the part of the king, that the aforesaid liberties
belonged merely to the crown, and that no long seisin, or prescrip-
tion of time, ought to prejudice the king ; and that the earl had no
special warrant for the said liberties, therefore judgment was
desired, if the seisin could be to the said earl a sufficient warrant.”

From hence it is plain, that the charter containing these privi-
leges could not be produced, even about the year 1280; the
prescriptive right was, however, deemed good, for upon the inqui-
sition taken afterwards, it does not appear that any thing was
found for the king. _

It seems to have been universally agreed, that theft was the only
thing cognisable in thi#scourt; and yet in a manuscript in the
Harleian collection i the British Museum, No. 797, under the
title Halifax, is the following entry : * The court of the Countess,
held 30th January, 33 Edw. III. It is found by inquisition, that

if any tenant of this lordship of Halifax be beheaded for theft, or
other cause, that the heirs of the same tenant ought not to lose
their inheritance, notmthsmndmg any lease made in the mean time
by the steward.”

It has been stated that the custom was appurtenant to the
forest of Hardwick ; and Bentley refers to Manwood’s discourse of
forest laws, for an elucidation on this subject; but it is clear that
the custom had nothing to do with a forest at all. Halifax seems
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not to have stood in a forest ; for at the above mentioned pleas of
assizes and jurats at Scarborough, earl Warren being summoned
to answer by what warrant he appropriated to himself the divisions
of Halifax, &c. his reply was, that he claimed no forest in the said
lands, only free chase, and free warren. 2dly. Because these
privileges were so commonly exercised in other places, where there
was not the least pretension to a forest. In fact, they are in them-
selves older than any known forest laws, except those of Knute
are genuine, which Sir Edward Coke says are to be suspected.
Now if these proceedings at Halifax were not in consequence of a
forest being there, how can it be thought that they were allowed,
as mentioned in Wright, for the preservation either of the King’s,
or Beron’s deer? K of the King’s, then would the King’s officers
have exercised that power ; if of the Barons, Why did they execute
for every kind of theft, provided the proofs were manifest? and
why were two men beheaded for a robbery committed in Lancashire ?
The truth is, that this power was annexed to a manor, and not a.
forest ; but being within the purlien of a forest, the preservation of
the venison might amongst others, be one object of it.

It has generally been supposed, that the punishment by decolla-
tion was practised in no part of England but at Halifax, upon com-
mon offenders ; but in the Harleian MSS. No. 980. fol. 355, is the
following remark : ‘ Aunciently the several customes of places
made in those dayes capitall punishments severall. Apud Dover
infalistatus, apud Southampton submersus, apud Winton demem-
bratus, vel decapitatus, ut apud Northampton, &c.” Warson
refers to a MS. relating to the earls of Chester, containing extracts
from some records, wherein it is said, that ‘* the serjeants or bailiffs
of the earls had power to behead any malefactor, or thief, who was
apprehended in the action, or against whom it was made apparent
by sufficient witness, or confession, before four inhabitants of the
place, or rather before four inhabitants of the four neighboring
towns.” Then follows an account of the presenting of several
heads of felons at the castle of Chester, according to custom, by
the Earl’s Serjeants (Servientes pacis.) And it must have been
the usual way to behead malefactors in this county, because
in a Roll 3 Edw. IL it is called the Custom of Cheshire. These
are direct, and evident proofs, that the beheading of criminals was
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not peculiar to Halifax, but was exercised likewise in other parts
of the kingdom ; and accordingly it seems to have been known to
be so, even in later times ; for in the second volume of Hollinshed’s
Chronicle, printed in 1577, at p. 654, is a wood cut, representing
the execution of a man who attempted to murder king Henry III.
The criminal is laid within such a gibbet as that at Halifax, only
the axe is suspended from the top by a cord, which the executioner
is cutting with a knife, similar to an engraved representation of the
Halifax gibbet in Moll’s set of fifty maps of England and Wales,
Lond. 1724, where the bailiff, or some other person is cutting the
rope. Also in Fox’s book of Martyrs, vol.i. p. 37. Lond. 1684,
is a plate of this sort.

From whence the custom of beheading criminals with an engine
originally came, is not easy to say. It seems that Earl Morton,
the Regent of Scotland, carried a model of the Gibbet from Halifax to
his own country, where it remained so long unused, that it acquired
the name of the maiden. The Scots have a tradition, that the first
inventor of this machine, was the first who suffered by it. So far
is certain, that Earl Morton, who was executed June 2, 1581, had
his head taken off by such an instrument as this; for in the Continu-
ation of Hollinshed’s Chronicle of Scotland, we read, ‘‘that having
laid his necke under the axe, he cried, Lord Jesus receive my spirit,
which words he spake, even while the axe fell on his necke.”

It is evident that such a contrivance was known in Germany
before the execution of Earl Morton; for there is a small print, by
Aldegraver, one of the German masters in 1553, representing Titus
Manlius standing by to see the execution of his son, for fighting con-
trary to his orders. The axe hangs over his neck, suspended by a
cord ; there are hollows cut in the two uprights, to direct it in its
descent, but being a side view, the method made use of to cause it
to fall, is not represented. An officer who stands by the side of

‘Manlius, has his left hand on the criminal’s head.

There are engravings of it in books printed so early as 1510.
In Evelyn’s memoirs (1645) is the following; ‘At Naples they use
aframe, like ours at Halifax. The next day I saw a wretch executed,
who had murther’d his master, for which he had his head chop’d off
by an axe slid down a frame of timber, the executioner striking at
the axe with a beatle, and so the head fell off the block.”
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And from a Polish journal it appears that not long since two an-
cient benches, to which two small tables with carvings in wood were
attached, stood beneath the choir of St. Nicholas’ church in Kalisch. |
One table represented the martyrdom of St. Lawrence, and the other
the death of some unknown martyr by an engine similar in every
respect to the Gibbet in use here. The table is deposited in the
museum of Polish antiquities at Pulawy.

It was first introduced into France during the revolution, by Dr
Guillotine a physician, and hence its name there.

It is a circumstance worth remarking, that this power of the
Barons, to inflict capital punishment, was kept up at Halifax, a
considerable time after it had ceased in every other part of the
kingdom. This, however, as I take it, (says Warsox) was merely
accidental ; the privilege (as it is called) was not taken away from
any place, by act of parliament, but dropt by degrees, as the motives
far its continuance became less necessary. And surely it was but
right, as the tenures in capite ceased, that the liberties therewith
granted should cease also. As Halifax however was a place of so
much trade, this custom which struck such a terror into thieves in
general, was found to be so highly beneficial to the honest manu-

THE GIBBET.
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facturers there, that they kept it up as long as they dare: And
it is very probable that it had not ceased when it did, if the bailiff
had not been threatened, after the last executions, that if ever he
attempted the like again, he should be called to a public account
for it.

The foregoing account appears to have been drawn up by Warson
with so much accuracy that I have in few places presumed to alter
it. The records of executions before the time of Elizabeth are lost;
but during her reign twenty-five persons suffered under it, and from
1623 to 1650 there were twelve executions. This is certainly a
formidable catalogue, for the time it takes in, and has doubtless given
rise to the expression, “From Hell, Hull, and Halifax, good Lord
deliver us,” which says FuLLer “‘is part of the Beggars’ and Vagrants’
Litany : of these three frightful things unto them, it is feared that
they least fear the first, conceiting it the furthest from them. Hull
is terrible unto them as a town of good government where they meet
with punitive charity, and ’tis to befeared are oftener corrected than
amended. Halifax is formidable unto them for the law thereof,
whereby thieves, taken in the very act of stealing cloth are instantly
beheaded with an engine, without any further legal proceedings.”
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The following grant may be considered as the oldest evidence on
record relating to the Parochial Church of Halifax. It is printed in
the Monasticox, vol.i. p. 617, and the following is extracted from
Archbishop Corbridge’s Register at York, fo. 9. It purports to be
a grant and confirmation, from an Earl of Warren to the Priory of
Lewes in Sussex, of certain churches within the Manor of Wakefield,
and other places. I have before had occasion to refer to it in con-
nection with the manorial history.

In Lerano’s Collectanae, vol. i. p. 238, is the following “Wil-
liam the first (Earl of Warren) cam into England with William
Conquerour, and foundid the priorie of Lewis the xii yere after the
conquest in the yere of our Lord 1078.”

““Sciant presentes & futuri, quod ego Willielmus, Comes de
Warrena, dono, concedo, & hac presenti carta mea confirmo, Deo
& S. Pancratio,* de Lewes, & monachis ibidem Deo servientibus,
pro salute anime mewm, & Willielmi patris mei, et omnium suc-
cessorum nostrorum; Ecclesiam de Conningburgh, cum ecclesiis,
capellis, terris, et decimis, & omnibus ad eas pertinentibus ; scilicet
Ecclesiam de Braythewell cum pertinentiis. Ecclesiam de Donigthon
cum pert. Ecclesiam de Herthill cum pert. Ecclesiam de Fislak cum
pert. Ecclesiam de Hetfeld, cum capella de Thorne, et omnibus pert.
Ecclesiam de Parva Sandale, cum capella de Hernoldesthorp, cum
omnibus pert. Ecclesiam etiam de Wakefeld, cum capella de Horbyry,
& omnibus pert. suis, Ecclesiam de Halyfax cum omnibus pert. suis,

* Bir Henry Spelman in his treatise of ancient deeds and charters observes that it was
ordinary, in ancient times, to make grants to persons intellectual and invisible, as God him-
self, the blessed Trinity, the Church, the Apostles, the Saints, &c. who had beenlongdead :
baut after the time of Henry iii (he observes with little delicacy of expreesion) God’s omni-
potency was in point of law disabled to purchase, or to take by grant, &c. ; and so also was

the spouse, the church; for the law thinks it no reason the wife should be in better condition
than her husband. The whole army of saints were likewise disabled.
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Ecclesiam de Dewesbyry, cum capella de Hertesheved, & omnibus
pert. suis Ecclesiam de Birton cum pert. suis, Ecclesiam de Majori
Sandale cum omnibus pert. suis. Et si forte terre in quibus site
sunt predicte ecclesie in alterius alicujus dominium quam in meum,
sive per homagium et servicium, sive per maritagium, sive alio
quocunque modo devenerint, volo nihilominus et percipio, ut pre-
dictee ecclesize, et omnes aliz quas habent de feodo meo, pradictis
Monachis ad sustentionem eorum libere et quiete semper remaneant,
ita ut nullus omnino hominum in eisdem ecclesiis aliquod jus advo-
cationis sive presentationis sibi posset vendicare preter ipsos Monachos
meos, quibus totum jus quod unquam habui, vel habere potui, in
eisdem ecclesiis, dedi et concessi, nullo mihi vel heredibus meis in
eisdem ecclessiis jure retento. Hiis testibus Radulpho de Warren,
Hugone de Petroponte, Radulpho de Playz, Rob. de Frivele,
Reginaldo de Warren, Adam de Poning, Gwyd de Mencecourt,
‘Will. de Drosaio, et multis aliis.”

It will be observed that this grant, like most of our charters at
that early period, is without date; and hence has arisen the doubt,
to which of the Earls Warren itis to beattributed. At this distance
of time it certainly imports but little who was the donor; I have
given the opinions both of our ancient and modern historians as
they bear upon the question ; they may be read with interest, but
yet leave the point involved in a little obscurity.

DuapaLz has attributed the grant to the first Earl of Warren,
who died in 1088, shortly after Domesday was finished, although
no notice is taken of a Church at Halifax in that return; on the
contrary it is said ‘‘In Wachefeld, &ec. sunt duo Ecclesie;”” the
churches of Wakefield and Sandal being at that time in existence.

I would rather” says WaTson ““attribute the grant to the second
Earl of Warren, who died in 1188, and who, I have reason to believe,
was the first of that family who ever possessed any estates in
Yorkshire, except Coningsborough and its dependencies.” Im
Watson’s Memoirs of the Earls Warren, this grant is certainly placed
among the charters of the second Earl, and is there stated as having
been so entered in the Chartulary of the Priory of Lewes, and con-
firmed as the grant of that Earl, in a charter of Thomas, Duke of
Norfolk, at the request of John Ok, prior of Lewes and the convent
there, in the Castle of Lewes.
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Mr. Hu~Tes is of opinion* that the grant was that of the third
Earl, and not the second, and assigns as a reason for transferring
this important charter to the third Earl, from the second, to whom
it had theretofore been usually assigned, that *in the Monasticon,
vol. i. p. 15 of the second edition, is a charter of a William, Earl
‘Warren, who must be the third, because one of the witnesses is
Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury. Among the lay witnesses
to this charter we find the names which are appended to the charter
before referred to (when treating of the Manor, p. 50) namely, the
three bishops, Ralph, Gundulph, and Wakeline, and some others,
and placed nearly in the same order. Secondly, in a Chartulary of
the priory of Lewes, then in possession of the Earl of Dorset,
DopsworrH read an account of the donation of the above churches,
accompanied by the ceremony of cutting a lock of hair from the
heads of the Earl and Reginald his brother,t in the presence of
Archbishop Theobald and other distinguished ecclesiastics. Theo-
bald was not seated in the archiepiscopal throne, till some time after
the death of the second Earl.” "

This point being settled, it remains to prove to which of the
Saxon parishes this wild and waste district, now constituting the
Parish of Halifax, had antecedently belonged. It could only have
belonged to Morley, or to Dewsbury, which were the parents of all
the filial churches in the hundred, (wapontake ?) butits dependance
upon the latter is not proved by any arcient pension, like those due
from Bradford, Thornhill, Mirfield, Huddersfield, and others. We
must therefore have recourse to other evidence.

Now in the endowment of the vicarage of Dewsbury, A. D. 1349,
is a recital of the great tithes, out of which certain payments are
reserved to the incumbent of the church of Dewsbury, and among
these are included ‘‘ decimse et portiones garbarum de Halifax debit,
et ab antiquo solvi consuet.” How or when the payment ceased is
immaterial—it once existed. In confirmation of this Warson says
“I have seen a deed at Plaintrees, in Shelf, wherein mention was
made of tithes in the township of Hipperholme, which was parcel

* Hunter's South Forkshire. Vol. i.

+ Mr. Eilis speaks of this as the most curious mode of investiture he had seen. De
‘Vaines notices a charter which wasattested thus: “‘presenti scripto sigilli mei robur apposui
cum tribus pilis barbe mew.”’
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of the rectory of Dewsbury.”” The Parish of Halifax therefore was
taken out of Dewsbury, which there is every reason to believe was
the mother church of this part of the country, Paulinus, Archbishop
of York, having preached there in the year 627.

The Church seems to have been endowed with an ample glebe,
and the rector had certainly a Manor, which by degrees came to be
described as the Manor of Halifax. This is proved as follows. In
the general survey of the Duchy of Lancaster, A. D. 1577, is this
return ; ‘ Halifax cu’” Heptenstall.—Maneriu’ ib"m parcel. possession
nuper Prior’ de Lewes com. Sussex est infra cur. visus franc pleg.
cum turno Dom. de Wakefield, ad manum nup. Regis Hen. V1II.
devent. ratione dissolutionis nuper Prior. de Lewes, modo in manu
Rob. Waterhouse.

It was the manor of the rectory therefore which the Waterhouses
held, by grant from the crown, after the dissolution of the priory of
Lewes. But why Halifax cum Heptenstall? At the time of the
endowment of the Vicarage of Halifax, A. D. 1273, there must have
been a glebe belonging to the parochial chapel there, which was
considered as part of the glebe of the rectory, and consequently of
the rectory manor. From the foundation of the Church to this time,
a period perhaps of 160 years, the benefice, though the advowson
had been granted to the monks, was rectorial and presentative.
Accordingly we find it, not very long after the Conquest, yet
after Domesday, going under the name of a rectory, and Adam de
Copley, a younger son of Hugh de Copley, of Copley, in Skircoat,
near Halifax, named as one of the Rectors, if not the first, for he
was grandson of Adam de Copley, who was slain at the siege of
York, in 1070.* Whether any thing particular was given to the
rectors of this church, besides the tithes and other dues, to which
they were entitled by law, no evidence remains to shew, except.' in
the instance of an undated deed, a copy of which Warson stated to
have been in his possession, and ran thus : *“ Ego Rob tus filius Ric.
de Talvas, dedi, &c. Tho. fil. Ric. de Coppley totam illam terram
quam Ricardus pater meus quondam tenuit de Deo et Scd’. Johanne
Baptista et ecclesia de Halifax in villa de Hipperhome ;* And in

* « Now certainly, it is a fact capable of proof that there might be an Adam, rector of
Halifax, about the year 1130, reckoning according to the order of nature, from his grand

father’s death ; and he might be born at Copley, but the age of local surnames was not yet.>”
—Dr. Whitaker's Loidss et Elmete, p. 331
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another deed, without date, there is mention made of land lying
* inter assartum sacerdotis, et magnam viam in Hipperhome ;" but
whether the same as the above is not clear. This latter deed seems
to be older than the founding of any chantry in Halifax church, and
the former, doubtless, belonged to the Rectors or Impropriators,
otherwise it had still belonged to the Vicars, which it does not.
There is reason to believe the income was something considerable,
both from the very large extent of the parish, and because we find
persons of no mean account possessed of the living, such as Adam de
Copley, whose family was the most flourishing at that time in these
parts. Its wealth rendered it an object to foreigners, and other
improper persons, who were obtruded on the monks, as they com-
plained, by great men, meaning no doubt their own patrons, the
Earls Warren. This is intimated in the endowment itself.

Of these wealthy and too useless ecclesiastics little is known.
The last rector, however, we know to have been William de
Chameur, a Frenchman, who ceded the rectory of Halifax on being
promoted to the bishopric of Lofon in his own country. On his
resignation the appropriation took place, and the prior and convent
of Lewes presented to the newly endowed vicarage one Ingolard de
Turbard, who, after the celebration of high mass by Gilbert de Sc¢'to
Leofardo, Vicar General to Archbishop Walter Gray, was solemnly
inducted into the same in the presence of Gilbert de Angell, rector
of Thornhill, Tho. de Boleau, rector of Birstall, Thomas, rector of
Heaton, then rural dean, and others. From this period the suc-
cession of incumbents (with one or two exceptions) is clear and
certain. The endowment of the vicarage, as will hereafter appear,
was ample ; from the extent of the parish, and the value of the
patronage, the benefice has always been an object of ambition ‘to
considerable men, their memories have been well preserved ; and
there is perhaps no parish church in the kingdom in which the
arms of the inoumbents have been continued through a period of
more than 500 years. I by no means assert that they are con-
temporary with the period to which they are respectively assigned.

In the year a. 0. 1273 the rectory of Halifax became impropriate,
and the vicarage fixed in one clergyman, who was called the
perpetual vicar thereof—being obliged to perpetual residence. By
the deed of endowment (a copy of which will be found in the

G
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Appendix (A,) as also a Bull of\ Pope Alexander’s issued about the

same time, together with the mandate empowering the Abbot of
St. Alban’s to give possession of the church to the prior and con-
vent of Lewes,) the vicar was to receive certain portions of the
revenue, amounting to fifty marks per annum, according to the
accustomed and common taxation. There was granted to him a
piece of land, extending itself in length, from the road along the
river side towards the East, to another road towards the West, and
in breadth from a way on the South side of the church yard or
cemetery, to the land then held by one Richard de Gumar : on this
piece of ground a vicarage house was to be built, in which the
vicar for the time being should reside. He was also to have
* omnes obventiones et proventus spectantes ad alteragium, excepta
decima lane et agnorum, et hedorum; cetera omnia ad alteragium
spectantia, in usum Vicarii cedere decernimus absolute,” but at
his own expence to provide for the service of the mother church
and its chapels, the repair of the chancel, the procurations and
synodals, and all the ordinary burthens.* And the vicar was further
bound by the same instrument to pay the salaries to the officiating
ministers at the chapels within the vicarage, (viz. Elland and
Heptonstall) which is done at this day, each of them receiving the
annual stipend of £4. A dispute having afterwards arisen between
the prior, the convent, and the vicar, a composition real was made
between them in 1275, by Walter Gifford, archbishop of York, and
it was decided with the consent of both parties that the vicar and
his successors for ever should enjoy the tithes of mills and calves,
and also mortuaries, paying yearly to the prior and convent the
sum of £4 13s. which the impropriator still receives from the
vicar annually. And this appears to have been the ancient endow-
ment of the vicarage.

The following is extracted from the taxation book of Pope
Nicholas, (taken for the province of York a. »n. 1292,) and

# The repair of the chancel, as well as some of these ancient provisions have been by
long usage otherwise provided for; the parish has repaired the chancel, as may be seen by
the accounts kept at the 'l‘own- Commmee Room, for more than a century, although
at a vestry held in 1831, the pari da lution that they were not liable to
the repairs of the chancel. W‘hen this onue was taken from the vicars does not appear
by any records which I have been able to find, neither is it material now to enquire,
since the usage and provisions of the vicarial tithe commutation act are in unison.
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is curious as shewing the value of the living at that time,
p- 322, b. '
£ s d
“Ecclesinde Halifax . . . . .93 6 8
“Vicarius ejusdem . . . . . .16 0 0

The prior and convent of Lewes continued to present every
vicar, from the period of the endowment until the suppression of the
monastery at the reformation, when the rectory became vested in
the crown. On the happening of that event we find the value of
the living thus set forth in the Valor Ecclesiasticus, Henry VIII.
* Comit Ebor Halifax Vicaria Robertus Holdesworth Incumbent, et
rectoria ib'm appropr’ Priori St. Panoraria de Lewes, in Com:
Sussex ! Vicar ib'm valet in exit Vicar it"m mane cum gardino et
divers stop eidem adjacent per ann: 8s. oblac i’m coni’bus annis
XLIb. Xs, Od. minut ac privat decimi coni'bus annis LIXIb.
decimi annis mollend ib"m per ann : Ils.

In Toto C Lib. &ec. &ec. &c.

The next authentic document states the value of the living at
the time of the Commonwealth ; the document is curious, shewing,
as it does, that the coarse and rude hand of lawless violence had
already wrested from our Church her patrimony.

In the Parliamentary Survey, Vol 18, p. 270, et sequitur, is the
following : ‘ Halifax.—We finde that belonging to this great parish
there is a vicarage presentative with cure of souls, the small tythes
and other profits thereunto belonging worth about £240 per ann.,
when the dues were paid, which are now withdrawn by most of the
chapelryes in the parish. The rectory is impropriate, formerly in the
Crown, and now in the State, the customary tythe thereof worth
£28 and a noble per annum.

In the 27 Henry VIII, (1535) a money composition was agreed
upon between the Prior and Convent of Lewes on the one hand, and
the parishioners on the other, confirmed by the ordinary, for the
Tithes following, “tritici, selignis, hvrdei, avenarum, fabarum,
piscarum et feeni” within the Parish,

In the 15 Elizabeth (1572) by orders indented, taken by the
EBarls of Sussex and Leicester, commissioners of the Court of Star
Chamber, to hear and determine the causes of controversy between
certain persons, inhabitants of the parish of Halifax, plaintiffs, and

G2
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the Waterhouses, (the lessees of the prior and convent) defendants.
It was ordered 1st, That all actions should cease, &c. 2nd, That,
it appearing that the above recited composition had been in some
parts corrupted, &c. it was ordered, for avoiding all doubts in future
touching the said composition, that the same composition should
remain in force in future, and 3rd, It was ordered, that all manner
of persons, their heirs and assigns, that had any Lands, &c. within
the said vicarage of Halifax, should have, hold, and enjoy their
tithes of corn and hay, and other tithes whatsoever, without inter-
ruption, of the said Waterhouses or their assigns, and pay yearly
during the interest of the said Waterhouses therein, such sum of
money as is particularly expressed in the said composition.

In the 18 Elizabeth (1576) an act of Parliament was passed for
establishing this composition, and so the rectorial or great tithes of
the Parish were commuted ; since which time no alteration has
been made.

The present owners of this commutation payment are tho lessees
of the Crown, who are now in treaty for the purchase thereof,
with a view to a subsequent sale either to the respective townships
or to individuals. ‘

Happily both for the church and people in this parish there are
now ‘“mneither great nor small tithes in the vicarage of Halifax ;"*
the former having been commuted in the reign of Elizabeth, and the
latter in that of his late Majesty, by an act more particularly noticed
hereafter. I say happily, because I believe that there is neither
a clergyman nor layman who will not hail it as the dawning of a
brighter and happier day for the Church of England, when her
ministers shall cease to derive remuneration from a source equally
obnoxious to both parties.

The parish register contains a table of customary payments which
for a considerable time are stated to have been made to the vicar.
This table is also set forth in Watson’s history, together with an elabo-
rate explanation ; from which it appears that the parish was anciently
divided into two divisions, comprising various townships, called in
and out of Hardwic, or in Hardwic Forest and ouf of Hardwic
Forest. I have omitted its insertion in this work, because those

* An expression used in the Terrier of Mr. Burton, when vicar of Halifax, more
prophetic than true, in 1790,
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payments are now extinguished, and any reference to them may
only have a tendency to mislead, if they were ever correct, which
is a question much doubted.

A copy of the last Terrier will be found inserted in the Ap-
pendix (A.)

On the incumbency of the present vicar, in the year 1827, that
gentleman endeavoured to inform himself as correctly as possible,
as to the rights and interests of the living as they at that time
existed ; and a communication was made by him to the parishioners |
thereon, which gave rise to considerable discussion at the period.
As to the nature of the claim made on the one hand, and the
resistance contemplated on the other, it is not my intention to offer
any observation. The question was happily arranged with the
assistance of the legislature, and the future rights of the Church
clearly defined and rendered more satisfactory to all parties
interested.

By an Act of Parliament, which received the Royal Assent
on the 13th April, 1829, intituled ‘ An Act for extinguishing tithes,
and payments in lieu of tithes, mortuaries, and Easter offerings, and
other vicarial dues and payments, within the parish of Halifax, in
the diocese of York; and for making compensation to the vicar in
lieu thereof, and enabling him to grant certain leases of lands belong-
ing to the vicarage,” the tithes and vicarial dues formerly payable to
the vicar were extinguished ; and thereby (after reciting the divisions
of the parsh into the twenty-three townships thereinafter named,
and the expediency of providing an annual stipend thenceforth to
be paid to the vicar of the said parish for the time being, in lien of
all vicarial tithes, mortuaries, Easter offerings, and dues or payments
in lien of vicarial tithes, or dues arising or payable within eighteen
townships, and in lieu of all mortuaries, Easter offerings and dues
arising or payable to the said vicar within three of the townships.)
It was enacted that the respective churchwardens for the time
being of the several townships should yearly thereafter pay or cause
to be paid in the proportions thereinafter mentioned, to the vicar
for the time being, one clear annual stipend or sum of £1409 15s. 6d.
free from all taxes, except the ancient annual payment of £4 13s.
payable by the vicar to the King’s most Excellent Majesty as rector
of the parish.
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The act directs the proportions to be raised in each township,

as set forth in the following table.

A Table showing the proportions to be raised in each township,
and paid to the vicar of Halifaz for the time being, in lieu of

tithes, &e.

1 Erringden ..............
2 Fixby..................
4 Heptonstall. . ..........
5 Hipperholme-cum-Brighouse
6 Langfield . ..............
7 Midgley .. ..............
8 Norland ..............
9 Northowram ..........
10 Rastrick .. ............
11 Rishworth ............
12 Shelf ...................
13 Skircoat..............
14 Southowram ............
15 Sowerby..............
16 Soyland ................

17 Wadsworth .

18 Warley ..............

19 Barkisland ..............
20 Ovenden..............
21 Stainland . ..............

80
78

20

£1409

17
17
12
12

15

—
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...
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These payments are to be made by the respective churchwarden or
churchwardens of each township, on Easter Monday in every year,
in the vestry room of the church, or in such other place as may be

agreed on.

The proportions are to be raised and paid for the first eighteen
townships by an assessment on all inhabited houses, corn mills,
arable, meadow and pasture lands, orchards and gardens, and the
proportions to be paid by the last mentioned three townships are
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to be raised by a charge on all inhabited houses, rateably in pro-
portion to their value: the mode in which the property is to be
rated is set forth in the 10th sec. of the act. This annual stipend
i8 in lieu of and for all manner of tithes, mortuaries, Easter dues,
oblations, obventions, and other dues and offerings of every
denomination whatsoever, (save and except surplice fees usually
accustomed to be paid in respect of marriages, christenings, church-
ings, and burials within the parish,) and all compositions prescriptive
and customary, or other payments whatsoever, payable to the
vicar, in respect of the messuages and lands, &c. in the first
eighteen townships, and in lieu, &c. of all manner of mortuaries,
Easter dues, oblations, and other dues and offerings of every
denomination whatsoever (save and except surplice, &c.) within
the three last mentioned townships. The respective townships
may redeem their respective proportions on payment of a sum in
gross, not being less than twenty-eight years’ purchase. The
townships of Elland-cum-Greetland and Stansfield were at liberty
to become parties to the act within twelve months after its passing,
of which privilege they did not avail themselvea: they are not
precluded, however, from redeeming their Easter dues on the same
terms as the other townships, and there is a proviso in the act that
nothing therein contained shall extend to interfere with the vicar’s
rights in Elland and Stansfield, unless they shall bring themselves
within the operation of the act.

By thisact, the vicar, and his successors for the time being, with
the consent of the Crown, and the Diocesan, is empowered to grant
building leases for ninety-nine years, to take effect in possession
(without fine) of the land belonging to the vicarage described in the
following schedule. The vicar is also empowered, with the same con-
sent, to_grant improving leases for terms of sixty years, of the lands
marked with an asterisk in the same schedule, being the commons
and waste lands allotted to the vicar, under the several inclosure acts.

In the Township of Halifax :

A close of land in Lister Lane, containing 2 acres 1 rood and
7 perches.

In Southowram :

A close of land called Hawkins Royd, adjoining the Gas Works,
containing 2 acres 3 roods and 30 perches.
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In Barkisland :

* A piece of land situate at Ringstone-Edge, containing 150
acres and 35 perches. )

In Ovenden :

* A piece of land situate on and being parcel of Harewood-
Well Moor, containing 216 acres.

In Stainland :

* A piece of land situate on Crow-Edge otherwise Cross-Edge,
‘containing 52 acres.

* A piece of land called the Vicar's Pen, situate at or near
Great Penam-End at the bottom of Lindley Moor, containing 7
acres.

In Elland-cum-Greetland :

* A piece of land called the Vicar’s Park, situate on Greetland
Moor, containing 75 acres.

In Stansfield :

* A piece of land situate on and being part of the Blackmoors,
containing 408 acres and 20 perches.

* A piece of land situate at Birdstones, containing 77 acres
and 18 perches.

* A piece of land situate at Clunters, containing 25 acres and
3 roods.

* A piece of land situate at Chisley Stones, conmmng 90
acres and 3 roods.

There is a proviso in the act that nothing therein conmned
shall extend to prevent, after the termination of the present
incumbency, a division of the parish into district parishes

Independently of the land specified in the foregoing schedules
of the act, and allotted to the vicar under the several enclosure
acts that have been passed in connection with the parish, the
vicarage is endowed with a close of land, containing about two
acres, two roods, and sixteen perches, called Shack Field or
Vicar’s Field, between Southgate and the manufacturer’s hall. By
an act of Geo. III. passed in 1781, part of this field was vested in
trustees for making a road from Southgate to the manufacturer’s
hall ; and the vicar and his successors were enabled to grant building
leases of the other parts of the said close for any term not exceeding
99 years from the making thereof, so as such leases should take
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effect in possession and not in reversion, and so as there should be
reserved the best and most improved yearly ground rents that could
reasonably be obtained for the benefit of the vicar. |, This land has
been let on building leases accordingly.

The vicar is also entitled by custom to a small proportion of
surplice fees from the several chapelries in the parish.

There are a few benefactions to the vicar arising from different
sources ; for preaching sermons on certain occasions, and the
performance of other duties, which are clearly defined, the whole
emoluments whereof are very inconsiderable.

These are the principal resources whence the vicar of this
extensive parish derives his income. The patronage immediately
connected with the vicarage is the right of presentation to all the
episcopal chapels within the parish. ‘The right of presentation
to Trinity Church is at present in the representatives of the late
Rev. Dr. Coulthurst, who have three nominations after the present
incumbent, when the right vests in the vicar. Christ Church, in
Skircoat, is private property.

The vicar for the time being is also a trustee of Waterhouse’s
and Smyth’s Charities, and a governor of the Free Grammar
Schools at Skircoat, and at Hipperholme; but from these he
derives no income, and the duties attached to some of them, are
at times arduous. ' )

The predknt fabric of the vicarage house was erected a.p. 1712,
during the incumbency of the Rev. Thomas Burton, but not at his
expence, as has been erroneously stated, and as the following
extracts from the parish books will shew.

*« Memorandum.—That the ould vickeridge house was pulled
down July the twelfth day, 1712, and was rebuilded by ye liberall
contributions of neighbouring gentlemen, and y® inhabitan<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>